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Members’ News

Swummer Happenings

FEAK-hascd  memrbere Barbara
Couldrey and Daa MeEnany contin-
ued ‘o explore challenging rnountain
raulos ondar 1ha surrimer, bazating the
heat wi-h pre-<dawn stafs. O the
narlhely appraach 1o Sal Dayah,
ghove the cosstal wilage of Ramas,
Barbzra wrilvs:  "Went an a hat-
raiging path lasl Frday wih Dea
[sieatod wenking al 4.30am i1 Ha
darkl).  Up fram e quarny 2fer
Eorns and down L walorfal roube
at the and of Sal Dayah - then hack
te the guany — ¥ houss Howas [ace
tc the wal stuff, clawing for hangd-
Nalds and tecling lor tacline. | szw
aother are of those Cman lizards
[Lacera fayzkar] on the wey
dawr . _ . but not much elsa.”

Gary Feulner tnok @ short Augost
vacalan in the FPalar srchipalego,
east of tne Philippines, sea kayaking
and srorkal ng among the rock is-
lands in the company of a0 entrus-
aitic rraring biologisé and all-arnnnd
natwiallst quide.  wWnat migh il
lhave to da with UAE netural histong?
See Gan's Commenls an pegue 6.

Peter and Anna Griffin ranrrth
ook off for Singapers, Koalk Lum-
pur and 3intan Island ‘n Indeneaia,

The islaand is made up of meture
wooddland,  riangroves, sandflsts
and frashwaler sireams. Toa small
oockae of mangroves gontain o
rich elversty of e awl mary
plants and animals fannd here are
wlally dependant cn 18 survival,
such as fhe Small-clawed Oter,
Gieal Litied heron. Pied apania!l
Pigeon, Stork-killed Kingfisher and
Ceaper-lircaled Sunbi-dd. They
had fruit bats aleeping in the raft-
ors and menkoys giving & wake up
cell aerly in tha maming.

Flamingoes in Crisis

A amall articlz in Gulf Mews, an
Friday 8" Septamber, h'ghlightec
‘he disaster 1aking place .n south-
arr Irman winere -ha severe dronght
has caused the 50,000 Foctare
Bakhtagan lakes to be reduced to a
fews stagnanl paels ol wele. This
is &n importeat breeding qround
for  flamingoes. Some 2,000
chicks not maturs o airong
enaugh 10 milgrale kave alroady
died, and ancther 2,000 are threat-
chad, Accwrding toe 8 pace found
an the intemel 108 Iranian sL-
diits have joinad the enwiron-
reRntAl deparment in 3 despe-ate
roscus allowel 1o save 2,000 chcke
by -elgcating them e & neary
lake, Kovin Hylend, inohs lalk o
the OMHO l=et Qgtober, men-
tined that the fock at Khor Guiai
criginated from the larga lakes of
Ira

DHHG Membership is

due for renewal in
September
DMHG  risrmodrsnip remsins @

bareair al Dhs S0 [singles ar 2on-
ples).

WU mzy join or renges sl rwalings
(322 Membership Secrstary Fi
Skennerony or sond us a chooue:
made eut to Lloyds Bank accourt
no 173748, {Ploasc rate we can-
nat gash cheques made ous o tne
DMEG.) Marrbeesh.p is valid from
September 2000 to Aogue: 2001

CMHG rembership /otilles you o
parlcpae IF fled Flps ard helps
pay far gur lecture hall, pubicatan
and  wiskibulive of o monlhy
rnewslelier, additions to our librey,
itcidental esxpences of epsas<ers
and cocaslensl 5 2esial projects.

oA A S

This month’s
Contrlbutors

The Edlitor would |lke to thank
the Fellowing for thelr reports:

Baruzng Cuoukdroy
Hery Faulner
Stephen Grean
Micnael snc Ji! Oetas




Field Trips etc ...
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Green Turtle Trip to

Ras al Hadd
11412 October

10 more placas hava bean mada
availshle for tnis iip dus to popu-
I curnand.  The fallwing have
glresdy registered

Cnthia and Hugh Patan
DavisiMomsg + daughtar
Jan Denring

lar ard Anne Holt

Zue and Jim Bzlderstone
Mary Esamiwead

Flairge Harmswiwth
Waler'in Chalimary

Fia MeoCaw

MNalla Price

Anchy and Weenne Kench
Fi Skennarion
Radernan farlly of 4

If any of tne abowe are unable to
atband please notify Fi Skannertcn
A% s0an as poessible

The weekend wal start on tho
Vifadnesday awaning, with an
manl meal plus raditoral music,
a1 the Muscas penthouse flet of
Siw Rantapsa. The DMHS has
block  booked  Siw's bed  and
breakfast rooms. The cost for tha
avaning meal ard B & B will be
RO 780, Please contact Siw di-
ract to make vour reaanvation:

Tel: [968) 6020

Fax: (96E)} BOFIG0

E.ma I srweamanfhonanted.ost.arm

a1 Thursday wa shiall be cemping
on tne beach, Kas al Hadd 15 2 5
hour drive Ffram Muszel, and 4
whieel drlve |s necessary. L is a
lareg journey, but well worth it,

For “Lrthar information pleaaa con-
tact Mary Beardwoad 3422546,
mail mikemaryi@emnirstes. nat.as
o Fi Skennerton 050-6243028, 8.
mail skennerff@mkidubai.co. s

15 prssas will be AvAilahle for cur
graup. Wa shall hava a guide with
Lg ta tell uz pll about the 1% ovele
of IFo b des, A ruo advanlure s
pramisad|

ODmani Visa

Multlple Entry Wisos walid for 2 years
can ba abtained from -ka Cman
Consulale for Dhs 420,

Fncee Eqtny Wisss oan alsa e ob-
lainac at iha GmAni Conaulate.

Wadl Blh
Friday 20 Qctober

A guided bour fad by Petar van Am-
sterdsm through the ever changlng
Yadi Bih. This is & wary popular
event, 4xd essenlal. Brlng at least
3 liree af water per oemaon, packed
lunch, hat and sun latlen, camara
and bnocalers.  Limited e 9 cars.
Flease conlacl Palar o 05D
EAZA0TT o reaenve yinr nlane.

Blrdwatching
Friday 27 October

Sirnern Aspiviall wha s well knewn in
the UAE for hls exaenlse In this fleld
will ta<e a groop around the mes:
interesting slgnts In the Abu Dhabi
region.  Ta regiater pleaga cantact
Fi Skerinerton on 050624 3028

Detailz of times and mowlng placo
will b= publishad in tha Cctober Ee-
»elle

Field Trip Policies

Members are -aminced  that
OMNHG figld tips are oooperat we
VANILeS amang the participants,
for their mutual Eerefl: and anloy-
rmunl. ONHGS ligld rip laaders ara
mat rormaly pro‘essionals or ex=
perls. bul felow members who
have agreed o ghare their time
ond thelr knowdedyge with olhor
parlicipants, on 5 voluntesr bagis,
Tha ralztionship of trip leadess and
participarts is shat of cowentuers,
nat prelassional and client. Far
these reasors field wip paticipa-
lian ia lirnilesd to ONHG membars
and shelr bana fide non-resldent
dusls,

Wwatious dangers ara inhensnt in
wravel 1 anc around the AE and
n lhe saploralion af the nabaed
anvirarenl, whether by sutemo-
blle, by beat, an fo of othersse,
and whelhar an-roed or aff-read, in
the cites of countryside, In the
mauntaing ar deearta or at sea. By
parlclpating  DHHG feld trps,
memberz agpeat these risks, and
lhey accept respansibllity oo Hhelr
awn agfety anc walfare. Firld rip
particlpants ara rormaily Foguined
10 sign 5 waiver form 1o this effect.
Wilbaul Lhese onderslandicgs, the
DNEG wowd be ynabk & 10 sponscd
fieeld IHpS e ke fettil valualeers &
lerd them,

Flzd tips wary in both format and
arganizetion, depanding on the ne-
ture of the irip, the rumber of par-
ticipante, and ira prefarences of
the field inp leader. T the number
of paricipants is limilad and sigre
up Is required, members abould
il gvery allonl o honeor Lhei
cammitnents o to Give timely ne-
tice uthergise, 2% a codardesy bolh
tr the frip lescer end o ather
mambers whao might lilve to hawes
the chance 1o pardicipale.

gur Mgt

peaker |

Kethy Bird haa lived and warked in
the Gulf smce 1092 Bha I3 a
teacher ang teagher trainar.  She
hag lived in Moscal, Sohar ard
Lalglah in the Sultanate of Oman,
e &l AN and Dubal b tha UAE.
She currenlly teachra Erglish lar-
guasie at he Zayod Wniversity,

“Thi Dhalar 1egice of ke Sullan-
gle of Oman i fascingting in its
diversily” says Kathy who spent
ane year in the aree g3 & leacher
t-miner'advisor, working fram the
Ministry of Education, Her 13 k wll
give an overview of e differsnt
kinds of enyvronment and climate
Taund In e reglar.
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Field Cls'ps
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Mange Tango

When | gat bagk b my car one hot
July aftemcar, aller 2 lew hoors ol
hiking in  the mountains  near
Shawkah, | had no more thar un-
lneded my pack znd had B dink
whizr & il old man® sppeered out
of rowhers -- a Pakistani agricu tural
laberess with herng-red hair and
beard [and hards) and not wery
many tecth, He didh™ bolee o sk
{at first | fhought Er might be mur=)
but made lots of sgns, Indicalng
samawhet edraveganty e § |
crove In the checlion ol his planla-
tipn ke [which | knew b e about
5 ar & km away) he would pick ma
frezh fruil unspecified} from a tree,
I'm sure he: hoped # was an offar |
wiuldn® rafiree, ag it wag 230 in the
afternacn. very hol, and he didn't
saem o have any water with him.

| stll wandar § ha marly just hap-
pened along of IF he'd best wating
in e shade semewharg for me o
ratuen Chopang o would be soee ard
that I'd be a saft touchl, Lite did Fe
k! ] oalwavs reason that |ormay
need halp from juat such & person
soncday, 30 | e keep gond rela-
tiore and | weae happy te cive hmoa
ride. At the plantatlen we stocked
up ar. mangoes. Lols of mangoes.
| gave kim & small bue plastic 334,
just a gracer's frit bag, mnd he went
off ard managed somchcw to cram
it wizh sixty mangoes|

They wina mosly graen, bol be
sarafully showsd me bew to ripen
ithem: scoop a hole in t7e grasel anxd
cover them with palm feaves, | had-
r't the heart bo el him dhai | dicn'
have any gravel at home, much less
paim leaves, Instead | improvised
with plastlc bags In ke kiicken, He
zald tey'd ripen In two days. but the
procass musl recuiva beat, beoeuse
my grasn cnes didn't stad to dum
until 1 mavad them ontdnors o the
haleony.  This was impotant be-
cause until they're fully ripe. man-
goes are wery fibvous anc eating
{hem is @ fol mare like milng them,
ihaunn shll tagty  Even wecn s, 11
ig a messy friit The od fellow -
gizted an feed Ag me 3 umbsr of
fresh mangoes at hls camp. When |

finished, he mace a polns of cndeaur-
aging me to wash up o2 his clsiem
sefare | lefl, aad he waosn jusl bo-
g el lbe.

Rapar by Gary Fowlmer

East Coast Tiger Besatle

With e bensfit of insfruction and
iderlilicetaon materals  previously
aupplied by Prof Michael Gillstt of
Al-AIR, Gary Foulrer was able o
recognize and repe-t the laqge black
and oy shipad tiger bestls Hy-
paetna schmidh, first at Khor Kalba
in late by and then a! Yiti, sourh of
fuscat, In Sugust. A schmidl 15
krgwm from she Arabian Gulf {Saodi
Leabia, he UAE ad bz, Lol s is
appereily the first report for
chnan = It was nat ncluded I A re-
cant profesaionel paper on tha tger
beetles of Oman. A phatagraph and
£aecimen wers 1akan =t Khe- Kslba
far confirmatlon,

Hoselimigt! |s disTinct v InIts oohalr.
size, "erent” pasture Rad behAvianr.
The lather 15 parlodialy nolssarty
£5 i Seudi Aradis T was confirmec
lo prey on simall shonclioe crabs ol
the apecigs  Paracleisfesiomse
arabicum. At Khor Kabboz, Gary
watched a single H schmich! prowl-
ing slong 1ha st-erd line at high lide
[In the hoat of the day, In Glcal t-
ges basta Faghiony, pausing at rmany
small crab burrows, pearing In arne,
and actyally entzring two of ther for
& parled af up Lo len saconds or so.
Unzware of the haeile's haoits a: the
tirma, Gary aughl It mighl be Ssak-
ing BN yngecupied sheler from the
heat.  Large nainburs wese seen
juet twp weaks later glong the khgr
al ¥ltl. I densilies of as many as 50
glarg 10 meters of sil'y straad, in
Coripany with twio wlhor tiger bea-
tlee, the amall, scrofl-potternad A
copulste end the madiom-aizad,
gootted Lenhurdia aulles,

lhan<s fof hess faso s am aso
dua to Pafiria Roastdi who rein-
farced the chalee of Y1 a5 e basc
ol apw-glians for @ long waskend in
Qaman, She and Rebert vad vished
wilh Bmani friends |ast y=ar and she

racommanded it wanrly as “laid
back" and "af the beaeq frack”
57a didn1 menticn, haweear, tnz)
it waa hatorically reachec oly by
boal or by 25 km of dirt track {and
she cidn't menlion irat thee's &
newy acoess coed, pavad bt tor
ihe last & km). She alsa didn'
mevition  that thg beach  areg
waeie she Fad stayped &nd where
shig  acommandsd & chamming
guest howse, ¢an e out off froT
fhd wppar khior al highest Lides.
B then, if these hadn't been time
ke kil wading for tie tide 1o fall.
By waulidn® have walked that
stretch ot sirand and found ke -
ger beetles,

Mountain Termites

Barbara Couldrey reports that sle
was up al Sal DChayah (in &
Ru'us A-dibal easl of Rams) in
Auguet end bock an "obsarvation®
Foar out whle @ companion
walked down b tha “white water-
fall® Says Barbara, "Must do i
mora aften as e last time was
when | waichee the tiny wasps
buildirg thair nasts, carming rala-
tively large pebhlas to block ihe
hales, Wall, by e | walchad a2
huge amy of worker ftermites
[should hewa bagged ane for iden-
tflcatlon) gahenng thelr food for
te day - sticks and bils o leaf -
whizh thoy funed an chd ond
ahovad down the amall holea o
Ihe guesn and soldiers  Bolow.
The area muaf have mesijured
Akoul 4 yards squara ang was ook-
led with lithe hnles - maost being
somiced Dy 1he workers. | woukd
like 3 hawe hed one of Attanbo--
ough's Gamena prabes oo stick
cawn intp the goipny.  The stigks
wem sometimes 1 e 1.5 nches
leng - sirgnq pincers®  The ber-
mites and fheir sticks  romindod
me of pole vaulers when they ma-
nasuwrad lham an and o inyar
inte 11e holes®,

B G Y
G goams BT i




Field Trfbs

Fuped |

E.mail  your reports m| whether -hls |5 & tempmany plo-

griffi@emirates.net ae,
{Arial 10 jusfified) or de-
fiver therm on floppy disk af

monihly meatings.
Boulder Art  Collects
Dlust

Boulder art can be found i1 a num-
ber of alaces in the mounlalns of
the UAE., Deskns or Images era
bepicaly pecked inta haavily war-
nizhad boulders on gravel tartaces
adjacent o wadis. In zome wgoae
ors Up o & hundied or nees ec-
Aamales car he found.  [msges in-
cfude styilzed  represantalions  of
hurens snc enimals, other less
eisily duciphurable designs, and
sirplar  pattermg  iceatfled as
WAISLET [SinG. wasm) - fribal or fa-
ri1 lisl marke or brands

Bouldar art haa been lamely ne
glectzd by archasalegists warking
in the LAE, partly due to the nato-
rious diflicelly of dating the im-
=Nes, and therefore tang tham o
wlher zmhasdfogicsl  infarmation,
Tre oily area thal has baan ihe
subjest of comprehensive profes-
slonal study 5 upper Wadi HMad,
whera sama 65 petroglyph compo-
sitona were described and ana-
Iveed by Micnells Ziofkoweki in
189596 under the supcrylsion of
Frof Dan Pels of the University of

Syedney,

This schelasy altantion came none
tor aoon, singe the same area
dlsa bocame e sibe of small
szale but intenaive chromliz min-
ing, only reconly lerminated. A
graded apcess rosd through the
temace "arl galiery” itself, plus daily
ralays of heevy dump frucks, ap-
pear io have taken their 1ol an tha
rock art.  Wwhan wvigited in June
200, most Imapas n Wadi Hayl
were badly abzcured in compan-
2o [0 Ehoss I odher areas. This
is Almaost cenrinly atdbotable o
the nigh amblent dust lavals cra-
e by the mining ang {ransport
aperations, It 5 il ke

nemenon  [the sumrer  wisilers
wears uriwil.ing to parlwith preslous
weaker 1o ewporinent} ar whether
tha dusl 'o=d haz ecmehow irter-
ferad witk noimal waalharing proc-
wizgy Bnd differenfistipn of the
mar-made |Mages. It e hopad
that the next heawyw rains
[Insha'alanl) w1 rastore ta ad-
wrk, but thia remains o be seen.

Flanor by Gary Feuinar

Blowin’ in the Wind

Jammer s milkwead seacon,
whan meny of the zeven lacal va-
rictios apean their poda and relgaze
flalkerned seeds o floal alall on a
saray of eilken fibere. The best
knewn |2 Cafotropls  peocars or
Sodem's apple, which gam slill be
gear areund Dubal desplts an ol li-
cial aradication cAmMpaign. An-
cthe: milkweed, the large, appar-
willy laglless ehrua  Leptadenia
purrlectica (the "firewurks™ bush.
which spods tiny but vivid vellow
fiawers in season), is @ promingnt
feature of the desen landscaps: an
the roads ta Dheid ar Al-Ain, perthy
because it 18 reslstant o grazing
camals. It ie planled 8g g land-
scape shrua on the read rom tha
Trade Cenire to Cubai Creek, and
the: gir there was hick with crifting
geads i July. In tha lower moan-
tains, FPergulana oiIentess can ba
faund, oflan on cisturbed ground
beslde gradod lracks. ks esanly-
spaced leaves look like |Hle heats
and its pods look like spiny pighlas.
The pods apllt aper, curl back, re-
lcase their saeda end dry cut o
lopk like palrs of smal butesfly
W .

Thraa olhee riloweads are leas
comminly SEEn N SUMMer be-
causa of thalt mare remota maun-
tein hekitel. These are tFe stif,
lealless Panploca aphylla, a deni-
zen of the Righer mounlains, tha
climbing vine Fenteloors ahvals,
the small, semi-prostrats,  wrin-
kled-esfad Gloszanemg VeSS,
and the cactus-like Camluma

{bath the red-flowering . aradica
and the yellow-flowerng C fava).
Thesa Iecal reprezentelives of Hhe
distincrive and vared milkweed
family [Asclepidaceaa) ara dls-
cuased in more dedail noan aricle
Ly Rob Westcain in ar ocar by Tiika-
lug, wdl, 2.1,

Stucco Handprints

Yisilors 1o e so-called Summer
Pelace and fort At Ys=di Hey in
Fulelrah are encoursged o kesp
w1 8ye oul for hemcprints in the
"stucca” finlsh on walls,  These
can be faund in many places, boih
exledor and Interior, snd are tenta-
tivaly thoughi to ba the
‘autcgraphs” of the concemod
oreflaman. Almoet all are imprirta
of the rght hand, with fngers
oointing upwards. There ig at les
ane Icft hand Nt hoaweved, and
t= fingers poinl down.  ONHG
members wha fiad It will eam hovs-
curabde mantion in ihasa peoeE.

Travelier's Advisory

Eawars tihe Summerdiine
Gilues

Ome of gur more imrepid members
{an Englishman, of courss) weiny
fram recent expergnce that ewven
atccmplsied  Wakkars shaulc ra-
member e iake careful awcounl of
the UAE'S surrunor hoesl, i gy aro
nat elready well accustorned and
gédimatized.  This member oflan
plays hoat to vizliors including some
pretty lough cheracters that hava
rotted him over hill and dac clse-
whera in the ward, bul he has seen
haai and dahydration takes thar ol
and brng these same pecple to &
halt. Az a rasull, he alvaps carmos
axtra arovisiong in & large cocd Box,
tha: can be felchad In cagses af ermar-
gBrGY.

Anather useful summer emergency
ilem is a packet or bwo cof rehydra-
ticn aglla, Tnese a1 be purchased
cheaply at most phamacies.

; ]
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The ceucders are nne oscesarily
avivnlilic wapeals e theic lJl:.ai.gl:luh_'d
Tields. T facte ot e oo Eluse-
wwter, Lhey are iaereccard zrr ol -
edpea rle aroadeurs - pilease core)
chemn of yom biave any imteresting 1e-
[IFsrl < 1Ir querises.

e mteneon iz al aalwsetice
will b shimnedled ﬂ'.r{n;._gh o oG
Gagrelle pditor, sn ewr information

vart e el s seitly adl wrar reiclers.

—BIRD—
—REPORT—

X

Please fax atir Bird Recarsers,
AMichas! ard Jif Datas vifh new
Lites eand se i

We alwvays find someting interast-
ing to rea in Safa Park, ee rftar the
Summer break we Sarted our regu-
lar walks again, It was gerzinly Faf
at around 10am on Friday 1s0 Sept
and wa spart cur time walking frem
one paten of shade 1o ancther.
Thara era already migranta coming
througl, our flrst slght was a group
of 5/ whirbrets ghalteting frorn the
sUR Undsr & fres. Wa always have
difficulty in disfirguishing whimbrels
tren curews but 85 wa could get
guite cloge we saw the heac sinpe,
sinialler bill and slighly smeller size.
Alzo on the grass we spolted two
widty lzils which were brownar than
normal with oy the slightest race
of yallow mn their lows- breast which
we dacided werg 19t wear yellow
waatzils, |1 ene of e tros areas wo
EEwW 3 arcdp B o more blue
cheeke] bee szbars, ws ware sbla
to picg them out frem the smaller
rmare comrmon litla green bea ealer
by wheir red thmats. 11 he same
drad the alezandrina parakest large-
than the areen parakest wih 2 red
pabch on iy shouldar was shinaking
&t the lop of It3 vo'oe, We also waon-
dersd what tha small yelow bids
veere right up In the cancoy, and de=
cided Ihey wara puple 3unbirds in
nea becod ng plumage. | scoms this
Lird althougn still around s not
prominent cuteide the breacing sea-
son, Thers waora lndlan sliverbllis up
in the ireea with grey frencolin run-
ning o the graund. In ke bird San-
tuary Inke we hae A very gand cloae-
up of a black necked grebe In wintor
plumega and wised we had
brought our camers. Also around
th= laka we spolled a garcansay,
grean ard cormmen sandp pers. In
tha beating Ieke wa eaw a stiated
heran, gray horon, Slackwlingoed stit,
Egyptian geeas. Tha colourful es-
capca red bighops anre nasting In the
rushes. A aracefu warbler was flit-
fing from bush o bush. Hoopoes

Ll |

sgam to be Feading on the grass
and Lnder the trees and ate proka-
aly residan in tha arga.

Ll luraloly Lhe bird Lep s st
‘Fars whigh hed mynehe and housa
craws I It with several dead on tie
boitorn whare they hac flown into
the wire. Last vear thoy caplured t1e
ghilrg which is common in the park
althouah prebably an escapco,

Ac the rigraton saason bullds up t
ig mnl ungomman to s more than
50 diffarant speciss b -he park, In 3
2 Faur walk, Qu- full iat was a5 fol-
luavss: -

Red vented bulbul, whits cheaked
bulbal, cammoa  mynah,  slriped
weaver, hause sparow, pied -
nah, green parskast, slexandrins
parakect, heopoe, Indlat  roller.
cieated lark. velow waplail, hausa
arow, whimbrel, red blshops, Som-
mon zandaipar, green sendpipsr,
sirlated Feron, black winged sl
Egyptian goosa, gray haran, palm
dove, calared cave, Elue cheeked
bas eater, purple sunbi-d, greeLl
warkler, black neckad grele, Indipn
silvarkill, garganet, grey francdin.

Rapart by Mk and Jill Cates

Book Reviews
Tribulus 101

The latgst THBUILE, A 1.1 (Springs
BSumrmer 2000), is now gut.  This
iEua (with 8 photo of 22 wadi paws an
e [roral eover) contalns artkcles on
the remains of Late [alamic forts in
Wadi Safad, the construction and
use of the snasha (e tracitioral
East Coasl fishing crafth, evidence
for pre-168th ceqtury habilation of
Abu Ohaebi islard, the vausual tresh-
water goby populaton living i 3
wadi naear Halla, UAE ticks, tha
spread of the Namanua dove in Ara-
bia, desart truflles, e use of bur-
rows by the hoopoe lark, photo-
trapping cala an Blanfors's fox, ds
well as bief updates onoa multituds
zf pngping arghaological and othar
research projects. Coples are avail-
ghle for Dhe 15 sl OMHG monthly
meetings.
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Tropical Island Pserspactive
oh the UAE

Tre well-weened fropical islands af
the: Palau archipolage in <he wastam
Pacific Bre waell kngawn tg scubg di
wirs, Bul fow others. Thess ramnente
af volsanic islands and aplifted lime-
sione  matead, which 1 vigited in
Auglet, reprazent a very diferent en-
wleoament from the UAE, but lhers
wara nevarthalese epme inleresing
ratural Rlstory constants:

Archasology: Like Guf of Oman

cazslal sibes. rinany Faleuan archeso-
lagical zices are lilersd with the ro-
maing ot Strombus shals the red-
mouthed conch, neary indistinguisa-
able frofm our Owh Sromsus persiours]
ene cane shella, aspeclally the broken
lups, which in Balira.n wera used as
personal sesla,  Slrombas was also
aatar: rore racenily in Palay. Shells
litter Wl sives where the accupying
Japanase anirenched thamaalvea i
the ¢awes on the batiefleld Iskand of
Pedsilf.

hMangreves: The lamge mangrova
crzh, Sopla serrats, an Indo-Pacific
ipecies, wag preagnt in mucdy shore-
ne anvlPonts s n Palao a3s il is el
Ahar Kalka in the UAE, where It |2
hurtad fillegally] by bak lacels =nd
expatriates. [ was a popLlar menu
ilen in Palou as well. bolh 0 gamp
and it realaurents, Live crabs mwsl
b exllecled ardl handlad carafdlly, as
their powerful Jincers can aever hu-
man firgors.

Batany: Mot surprisicgly, Palau has
fean plant species in CoTien W Do
UAE. Tae islands are, nowevar, nich
in ahgreling foreats of large trees that
1ely o dispeisal by lamge, noiritous
ocBan-going  Eeeda, The coconut
palm Is the best example. Kaost of
species found in both plagea are
widespraad planis found arly in rela-
livaly well-watared sitas in ‘ha LUAE,

special report ...

Fape &

and cons dered "planaton” specios
7erg. By far tha mast airiking is the
large free Casgaring  eguiseiiats
ine Yhispanng Fine ar She CRk),
the tall "plne® Iree thar car ba faune,
ey, in S=fa ~mh,  Thiz free was
Icdentifled and discussed in e July!
Aogust 2000 Greelle, It ia native o
the troples and eornmon in Australia
grd the Pecific; it hea bean ntro-
duced in Dubal. In the envlrarment
of the tropical rainforeat, howewer,
this zame tree develops distinelva
curtdindike butresses at the hase of
ihe trunk.

Birda: The birds of Palau ihat are
alsa found in ihe UAE ara lim ted to
the Brdled Tem, iGreaty C-esled
Tern. Barn Swallow, Gatta Egret,
Whimbral =nd [eurprisingly?} the
White-Collared  Kingfisher. which is
commen lhere bul lirmited o oaly
T sites [Incivding Bhor Karba) in
Arabia.  Inierestingly, there =r2 no
blres of grey In Palau. A& e He
rast, well, | promised myself not to
gloaEl awer L likes o crcling Whita-
Tailed Tropickirds, squayking Sufar
Creates Cockatoos or any aof the
variaus endamics | added ta my life
llst, Includirg the besotiful Bat raclu-
w8 nezional bird, the Palauan Frui
Dave,

Faport Op Gary Fawnsr

UAE Snails for Medical
Research

Stephen Green has reocheed an
amergeTcy reglest fram acientisle
g The Malu-al History Musaum
[fermady EBritish Muzeumn ([Matural
History)] in Londan tor mara speci
maenk 0 Scdime vwaghll, 8n uncom-
marn frashwalar srail faund anby in a
few igolaled rocky pools in Yemen,
Oz aned L LAE.

The genus Bulinus belengs o a
growp thet i gble ¢ serve 33 an In-
temedlate host {or Fic schistosame
parasitas  that cause hilharzia
{schistosomiasls). B, wrgmy itsal’ &

d sLilab'e hosl For almoet the entire
spect-ury of an imasdan! schisle-
SOrma grodp. As 2 result, i s bead
far resparch numases &t the Wiglh-
30n Wallcoma Blamedical Laborata-
riea, WHC Collaberaiing Centre for
e idunlilicalion and characerisa-
tion of schiglosames and thelr anail
hwsls, which #s located at the muo-
geum, Mat anly ia B, wrighll mper-
tart for meintainirg schistosomes in
the laboratoy, but it is also uged in
lhe figld when callecting new iso-
lales of schistosomes, Researchers
1ake aul uninfadtad nails ic e fiald
1o ha exposed to Schistosame fil-
rEoidia.

Ufprhanatedy the laboratory expsri-
enced a crash in ils (relaively in-
bred) papulation of 8. wrightt and is
In wigent nead 0F 2equing a new
stock fram 1he wld in ardar to start A
new breeding progranme. 6 ra-
mairs ta be saan, howawvar, whaethar
ary significant number of llve snalls
£an ba callected from i-a few known
sites in and around the UAE, all o~
whicl Ara will have heen apversly
affected by the continuing droughit.

Night-time Snails by Day

In the cowrse of their relatively ex-
tarslve obssyalions of UAE wadi
snailz, Stephen Green and Sany
Faulnar had always ‘tund the tiry
[3mm) flat-splyaled Syrsukis sp.
residing  iNGONSRIGUOUSlY  wnder
rocks, rsually aul of e main cue-
rent [Ee|@ Triulus 9.1, Summer
1899).  anly once, at dusk, was
thie anail obesred in & more ax-
posed posltion, leading © e In-
Farenca that it wae nocdwrnsal in ile
Fahltz. Thas I* was a grea: aur-
prigg 1o And the zame snail pres-
ant by the hurdreds in Wadi Hayl,
fulky gxposed 10 e hest and light
of & Jurna midday, atop rocks and
zhong the gravel botlem.  3amples
were taken in order o panmit es-
per conflimatlon that i s In fact
ths sane spacies. Tha ganus G-
raulss Includes several closely -
leted apecies but it ia not known
whether they may differ Ir hakls e
the extant absarwad.
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Dubai Natural History Group Programme

Lectures atJumsairah English Spaaking School, Gymnasiom 7.30 pm for .00 pm

Dl 1 Aalhy Bird - Tha Dhofar Ragion of Oman
Maw & Aabk Gragary -Tradiional Pead Diving in tha Arabian Galf
Dac 2 Lubkomir Mrhec - Scorpians and O-har Friandly Creatures
Figld Tripz [DMHG memberz anly, please],
1112 Dt Tha Crmani Experisnce

Frotn fugcat to Ras ol Hadd Beach to see Green Turles
20 Oct Relum to Wadl Bl wikh Patar wan amsie dan
27 Okl Birdwalchirg in end amund Abu O-abi with S mion Aspingll

=

Mrs Valerie CHALMERS
PO Box 12070

Dabai

CAE

Feom DMNHEG, PO Box 9244, Dubai, UAE
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nama tel home

Chalrman Gary Feulner 06 5RO

mazsages: 336 5300
ica Chaimman Valerin Chalmars 349 4016
Treasuer Peter Griffin 564 0342

e mall; glffEEemi-abes.nu. as
lMocmbership Sacratany Fi Skennerton DECRa2L 5028

e.mail: skar nedf@mkbidubei.co.ae
Spegke Co-ordinstar Beryl Comar 344 2243

a.mal caman@emirates_nct.ae
Figldtrip Co-ordinetor Mary Beardwood 342 254G

a.msil: mikemeryfemiraes netae
Ficldtrip Ca ordinndo:

tel offlea fax
RETH L] 430 3580
no calls ple 30E 3727
354 0342 384 0352
355 T1kE
344 7243
344 DIATD

Yolunteer required

MNewwelater Edior dinna GriFn 304 03242 304 D342 304 0352
e.mail: griffi@amiraies.net.ae

Publigher Patar van Amstardam 262 2519 330 5495 HEG Goe
email; pyana@ermlraics natas

Litrailzan Deanne White 344 1519
&.1a | dywhitai@diemirates_net.ae

SAles Assigtant Valunteer required

Chial Enginaer James Pardge 255 B4 7

Mermber at Leige Sandy Fowler 3ed 2243 no cAlla pls Sdd 22l

Foeslrmaster Gall Gardon 34549 879 345 9ETD

hembership Assistan: Barliara Hayward 334 5551 268 025 238 TG

Library

Geology of Oman now in
stack

At the request of one of our rmem-
bers, Magrudy's Book Store has
racked down Samic Hanna's epi-
rel-bound Geology o7 Cman and
newy Mas @ AU Tber of copiss avail-
ahle. This hook was reviewsd In
e April 2000 Sazalle and was
pralsed for [tz self-gulded ficld trips
in Ihe mouniaine of Qman, Price;
Dhs 55,

Alzg neww i atock I lelted num.-
bers at Magroey's s a sim'ler and
imaragting wolume titled Caves of
Onan. by Sarnic Hanra end Mo-
hamed Al-Belrshi. Oman 15 woll
knehwn Fie its cawves and harbaours,
amang clhey things, o wond's
second  largasl  underground

chamber. Eveq Tor hasa wiio iy
never gxpare these caves them-
S0 wirs (Tl reyquire expedt sk lis),
the bogk consains interesting v For-
maticn ad photographs end die-
grams explalning cave formallan
and dapicting waripaa  arceional
femtures characteristlc of cawves
and limeslone arsas  generally.
Price: Dha &E.

Fre-lslamic Coinage of
Eastarn Arahia

Stophen Groen has very kind v ar-
ranged to make awailable o ihe
DMHG & copy of Tha Pre-lslemic
Coinace of Easern Arabla, by Dr
lan Pofts. Originally published in
1981 in Capenhmgen by the Car-
3len Wlebuhr Insiiets, Publicalion
14, this sludy is now difficult to ob-
&I DU Bleve: has provided 2 coay
of the Arabic trenslation publshed
by the Sharjah Department of Cul-
ture @nd Informatiaon in honour of

Sherjah's 1888 derignelion s qul-
tural capltal of the Arab weord. The
study is eo illustrated catRioDue
ardl  diseussicn al hond-eds ol
cqing from sites in he Eagten
Pravince af Saodi Arateia, Bezhrin,
and Ad-Doar and bigibe in the
AE.

Letters to the editar

MNaws ? Views?

Please writs b us al PO Box 8234,
o faev'e mail Anna Grffin or any of
tna commitkes members listad or

Page T.




