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dried out. The second is a late Pre-Islamic grave (300 BCE to 300 CE) which
had an underground burial chamber. It might be an example of a tower tomb
found across the UAE in that period. The burial place of this VIP individual might
have been covered by a mudbrick tower up to 3m high with a crenellated frieze
at the top. Even though the tomb was robbed in antiquity, archaeologists were
lucky to find some pieces of gold jewellery. The third gallery houses a Late
Pre-Islamic falaj system which ran from south to north and needed to be dug
deeper as the water table dropped over the centuries even more than 50m in
some places.

For me the most interesting was the gallery that took us through the period of
human activity between the Palaeolithic and the Iron Age. The simple tools which
were found around Jebel Hafit and Jebel Mundassa revealed that the area was
suitable for habitation at different times during the Palaeolithic (Stone Age). The
cutting tools date back to between 400,000 to 50,000 years ago, and can be
associated with migrations of Homo Erectus and Homo Sapiens from Africa to
new territories around the world.

In the Neolithic period (around 8000-3000 BCE) nomadic herders and hunters
used to come to Al Ain. They were attracted by availability of water, food and raw
materials. They could find different types of hard stone on jebels surrounding
Al Ain. Stone tools became more refined, with flint projectile points used for
hunting and protection.

The discovery of copper and its use as copper alloy, must have been a giant
leap for mankind. More and more sophisticated objects were produced, such as
vessels, pottery, weapons, jewellery and everyday tools.

| admired bowls found in the Bronze Age Hili tombs made of softstone and
featuring dot-in-circle decoration, which to me looked pretty modern. Some
vessels were imported from abroad while others were produced locally. Even
though softstone stopped being popular in later periods, it is fascinating that
nowadays people in Yemen or India still produce cookware from the same
softstone as ancient people of the Arabian Peninsula did.

The Bronze and Iron Age artefacts indicate that people from the past were not so
different from us. They wore make-up, liked nice jewellery, produced goods that
were not only useful but aesthetically pleasing. Our human nature to invent,
produce, and beautify has not changed over the millennia.

Right: Palaeolithic cutting tool

Bronze Age softstone bow! 7 Right: Neolithic arrowheads



December Rain: A Forecast? Contribution & photos by Gary Feulner

The heavy rain that fell over most of Dubai city on 18-19 December 2025, causing local flooding, was the first significant rain in
the twenty months since the record country-wide deluge of mid-April 2024. It raised hopes among naturalists of a greener and
more bio-active winter and spring to come. However, notwithstanding the dramatic online footage of landslides on Jebel Jais, a
brief survey of mountain front areas during the following 10 days showed that the effects of the rain had been limited overall and
localised, with some areas showing no sign of rain.

Two major dams between Dhaid
and Madam remained totally dry
and silt quarrying operations
were continuing behind them
apparently without interruption,
although labourers at one of the
quarry sites (from Burundi and [
Ethiopia!) reported that it had
rained heavily at their residential
village just 10km away. A third Y =
dam, between the two empty B me st iy

ones, was about half full of 746 oreriow pon and the wetland below are totaly st quarrying continues behind the dam, just five
water, and Mallards and parched days after the December rain
Little Grebes had settled in. The dam's overflow pond hosted a large population of small backswimmers (Notonectidae) which
had flown in from somewhere. (They appeared to be the same size and colouration as a few backswimmers that had showed up
at the moth light at the DNHG pre-holiday desert camping trip just 36 hours after the rain had ended.) A few water-tolerant plant
species were prospering in the wetland downstream (especially Amaranthus albus), and the annual Erucaria hispanica was
responding quickly, flowering at the overflow pond margins.

At the Tawiyan Dam, which drains the southern Musandam via Wadi Khabb and others, the main dredged basin was full nine

, days later; the lowest-lying peripheral
areas were emergent but still slightly
damp. In the hinterland of the dam, the
summit areas of Jebel Mibrah (formerly
better known as Jebel Yibir) showed
ttle evidence of significant rainfall. In
the Masafi area, statistically one of the
§ wettest in the UAE, open cement wells
showed water levels not far below the
& [owest ground in the wadi channels.

Ta_wiyan Dam, seven days after the December

rain

What does all this mean for naturalists? At a minimum, it means that we cannot expect
every area of the mountains and their periphery to turn green over the next few weeks,
unless and until we experience more similar rain. But it is important to remember that
the wadi gravels and to some extent soil and even fractured bedrock, behave like a
sponge. Having apparently soaked up much of the December rain, they have used up &
a certain amount of their carrying capacity. So it is possible that even modest
additional rain (or rains) could make a seemingly disproportionate contribution,
resulting in much more (and more persistent) surface and near surface water.

Shawkah Dam
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Spotligh t! wildlife in the Wasit Wetland Reserve through the lenses of Georgina Pereira & James Conder

On Saturday 24 January, a very enthusiastic group of 23 DNHG members visited the Wasit Wetland Reserve in Sharjah.

Jackie Strick (Breeding Centre Sharjah, EPAA) arranged the visit and James Conder (Sharjah Safari, EPAA), an avid birder,
assisted the group with identifying the endemic and migratory bird species. Forty bird species were identified!

Members also observed the free ranging Arabian sand gazelle Gazella marica that were basking in the sun on the sand dunes.
The trip ended in the visitors centre, where DNHG members viewed endemic birds in free flying aviaries.

The Wasit Wetland visitors centre designed by X Architects won the Aga Khan award for architecture, its environmental,
restoration and educational role in 2019. Wasit Wetland was the first UAE project to win an Aga Khan award for architecture.
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Shikra “hiding” in a tree (Georgina)
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Black-winged Stilt (Georgina)
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