
   

 

Western reef heron  (by Kateryna Fomenko) 
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Wetland Sites at Hatta  

A late November ramble headed by our chairman, Gary Feulner, took us to several 

lakes and wetland spots at Hatta, a beautiful sleepy village in the mountains. We 

bypassed the attractive but developed Leem Lake in favour of sites between the  

several downstream dams. As there has been extremely little rain since the record 

floods of April 2024, all the wet spots that we visited were at intermediate levels. 

They have been both higher and lower with just the past three years. 

At our first lakeside stop, the receding waters had left a broad, barren, silt-covered 

bank. When we arrived, a lone Little Egret and a Western Reef Heron were          

inspecting the shores. A number of Little Grebe paddled around in groups. Seeing 

our cars, however, they moved to the other side of the lake.  

The  cormorants were the only birds not 

bothered by our arrival. They felt safe 

perched on some dry branches in the  

middle of the lake, and kept on stretching 

their wings to the sun. Cormorantsô    

feathers are not highly waterproof, so the 

birds need to dry their feathers after diving 

for food. Only then can they become light 

enough to fly properly again. 

The many trees and shrubs bordering the 

former high lake level were now dry and relatively lifeless. Along the former      

shoreline, however, we found the accumulated shells of three kinds of freshwater 

snails (two native and one introduced), and learned the difference between         

'right-handed' and 'left-handed' snail species.  
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To read about their 
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turn to page 5 
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Gary Feulner; photo credits mentioned under each photo 

Great cormorant (by Joseph Yousry) 
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Announcements and Recorders  
DNHG Recorders  
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M: 050 6563601 

Astronomy - Lamjed El Kefi  

T: 06 5310467 

Off: 06 5583003  

E: lankefi@emirates.net.ae  

Marine Life - Lamjed El Kefi  
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E: grfeulner@gmail.com 
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M: 056 6904508 

E: anelisalambert@gmail.com 
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Bird Recorder - Panos Azmanis  

M: 050 7083555  
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Mammals - Jacky Judas  

M: +966 53 219 4547  

E: jackyjudas@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

From the Editor:  

2025 - 2026 season will bring many 
more interesting trips and lectures! 
Please share with us through the 
email below your observations, 
stories, photos and captions of 
wildlife, nature and history in the UAE 
or abroad.  

Email :      gazelleeditor@gmail.com   

Deadline : any time before  

                 23-January -2026 

             ...for the January edition...  

Your contributions bring the Gazelle 
newsletter to life and encourage 
continuous learning of our History and 
Nature!  

Dr Renate Wernery 

 

 

 

 

 

Monthly Lecture  

Monday 16 January 2026 at 8 pm  

Central Veterinary Research  

Laboratory (CVRL)  
Location link : https://maps.app.goo.gl/HXjmpJvaHxZXwheS8 

Topic:        Camel Milk - the White Gold of the Desert  

Speaker:   Dr Renate Wernery  

Abstract:   

After having been consumed by nomadic people across the globe for its nutritional   

values and medicinal properties, camel milk is experiencing a novel awareness in the 

daily lives of people at home and across borders.   

Data has emerged which suggests that camel milk contains medicinal properties to 

treat different ailments. In recent years, as the White Gold of the Desert has gained 

popularity all over the world, more anecdotal evidence has been identified related to the 

effect of camel milk on autoimmune diseases, such as the Crohnôs disease, psoriasis, 

multiple sclerosis and autism, as well as food allergies, peptic ulcers and tuberculosis.  

However, these claims have to be researched further and substantiated by clinical trials 

for the benefit of those in need.   

Having said that, the benefits of camel milk were already mentioned in the Holy     

Scriptures, Bukhari 7:71 ñMedicineò, #589 and #590, where the Prophet Mohammed 

considered camel milk as medicinal. 

About the Speaker:  

Since joining CVRL in 1987, Dr Renate Wernery has had many adventures in the world 

of science, from small miracles in the companyôs early days to recent ground-breaking 

research that is changing the face of veterinary science. She says, ñItôs a joy working 

for an organisation that is inspired by a visionary like H.H. Sheikh Mohammed Bin 

Rashid Al Maktoum.ò 

During her studies at the University of Goettingen, Germany, Renate was introduced to 

the fascinating field of virology and from that moment she was captivated. When she 

first began working at CVRL, the laboratory facilities were still being developed and her 

greatest challenge was to create an environment that would cope with the demands of 

modern veterinary diagnostics. At the time, CVRL had very few staff and Renate had to 

fill the gaps until the team was expanded. She says, ñLooking back to that time, I     

realise how much I learnt and how beneficial those early days were.ò 

Her special field is virology, and at CVRL hundreds of isolated viruses are stored and 

15 different cell lines are used on a daily basis. In 2005 she became the first person 

outside Europe to receive the Future Award from Trapp Networks. 

Her current focus is developing collaborations with companies and universities in the 

field of camelid-nanobody-technology. She is also heavily involved in researching the 

almost untapped wealth of medicinal properties found in camel milk.  

Over the years, Dr Renate has also been involved as President of Soroptimist, a global 

volunteer organisation of professional women dedicated to educating, empowering, and 

enabling women and girls. 

Camel photos by Alexis Biller 

mailto:jackyjudas@gmail.com
mailto:mailto:gazelleeditor@gmail.com
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(continued  from page 1) 

Along the current lake edge quite a number of male Elegant Sprite damselflies 

(Pseudagrion decorum) perched along the lake edge on sprigs of emergent vegetation. 

The males display bright colours to attract females who are yellowish/golden. They   

belong to a family of narrow-winged damselflies and are an Asian lake species first   

recorded here in the late '90s. Since then, they have become more and more common 

as new water reservoirs are created around the country.  

The large number of damselflies may have attracted a medium-sized dragonfly, the 

Slender Skimmer (Orthetrum sabina). It has a big head and a slender body, like all  

dragonflies, but its abdomen ends with a club-like tail. They are active hunters which 

feed on other large insects including butterflies and dragonflies and so damselflies in 

such a number could potentially mean a hearty meal.  

The Purple-blushed Darter dragonfly, also called Violet Dropwing (Trithemis annulata), 

another primarily lake and pond species, was also present. They are called "dropwings" due 

to their habit of lowering their wings when perched. 

The wandering glider (Pantala flavescens), another species that we spotted at the lake, 

might be revered for its perseverance. It is the most widespread dragonfly species. They are 

known to undertake extremely long and dangerous journeys, travelling from India or       

Maldives to the Arabian Peninsula and further to Africa, and then back to Iran and Central 

Asia from where they fly to end up in India again. To migrate across continents and oceans, 

they use seasonal wind systems. Large numbers of these easy riders glide into the UAE 

with the Indian Ocean monsoon. After rains in the Hajar mountains temporary water bodies 

like ponds and ditches become their breeding grounds. They swarm in hundreds then.           

Individuals may also fly over cars parked by drivers who go on hikes in the mountains. The car rooftops are thought to reflect    

polarised light in a manner resembling small bodies of water where they can find insect prey.   

While walking on the damp, mud-cracked, silty banks of the lake, we could spot small      

insect-like creatures scuttling around. They moved so fast among the sheltering cracks that 

initially it was hard to say what type of animals they were. Upon closer inspection, they 

turned out to be hordes of tiny wolf spiders (Wadicosa fidelis), known to favour damp ground. 

They are active daytime ground-dwelling hunters and do not build webs. With the             

proliferation of dams, they may now have become the most abundant spider species in the 

UAE. 

Our next stop was beside the channels feeding Suhaylah Lake, cut into thousands of years 

of cemented wadi gravels. The upper channels were almost without any standing water, but 

the silt must have been rich in nutrients and so it is no wonder that plenty of plants colonised 

the area. I could easily recognise two species which are very common in my home country 

(Poland), too. One was a tall grass known as common reed (Phragmites australis). It is a cosmopolitan plant and can be found in 

all continents except Antarctica. Downstream, where the flow of surface water increased, it was found in very large groves.  

The second familiar species was The Southern Cattail (Typha domingensis). We saw 

many female spikes which have a shape of brown, sausage-like heads. The mature 

ones had burst open, releasing thousands of tiny seeds.  

Lots of plants which grow in the UAE have thorns or spikes to protect themselves 

from being eaten by herbivores. We encountered quite a few, for example the Christôs 

thorn tree (Ziziphus spina-christi, Arabic: sidr) or the Umbrella Thorn tree (Acacia  

tortilis). A small bulrush called Juncus socotranus particularly caught my attention. It 

looked like a dark green copy of a sea urchin. Its narrow, rigid leaves are spiky and 

sharp like a needle and so beware if you ever come across one. They grow in a 

dense almost perfectly spherical rosette. As Gary explained: ñThis plant can be found 

in mountain wadis where there is water in the shallow subsurface. It is relatively rare 

in wadis flowing to the East Coast, but somewhat more common on the west flank of 

the mountains.ò Even though the UAE is a desert country, it still has an abundance of fauna and flora we 

could inspect on our ramble. Subsequent stops took the group to the mud and gravel "delta" at the head of 

Suhaylah Lake, and to a mountain site where copper ore was once mined and smelted, but where the wadis are only intermittently 

"wet". But those are stories for another time ï or another visit.   

Southern Cattail        
releasing seeds 

(by Eliza Romaniuk) 

Bulrush  
(by Eliza Romaniuk) 

Wadicosa fidelis - female 
(by Chandrashekhar Sardesai) 

Elegant Sprite - male 
(by Chandrashekhar Sardesai) 

Purple-blushed Darter - male  
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Contribution & photos by Anelisa Lambert Dibba Field Trip - Sunday 7
th

 December 2025  

 

The DNHG were invited by lead archaeologist Kristina Pfeiffer to visit the LBA/IA site of 

Dibba 76, with its multiple burials, on Sunday 7
th
 December 2025. The excavations are a 

joint project between Fujairah Tourism & Antiquities Authority and the DAI (German       

Archaeological Institute). It seems that the site was never built on. Photographs from the 

1970s show no houses, just an open area with two standing stones partially exposed at 

ground level. Some work was carried out in the 1990s and then the German team did a 

first season of excavation in 2017. They are now back for three full seasons, with a   

focus on bio-archaeology and anthropology. 

Two very long, parallel LBA/IA tombs lie side by side at the site, barely one metre apart, possibly 

built around the same time, or with the first tomb as a known quantity: construction of the second 

tomb caused no disturbance to the first. Tomb 1 was looted in ancient times, and its full length 

has not yet been established as it appears to continue under some adjacent residential land. 

Large beach rock slabs were used in its construction. The current focus is mainly on Tomb 2, 

which was built in a different style with clear cuts into the ground and narrower walls of small, flat 

stones. It was found largely intact and unlooted, with what seem to be several very complex 

phases of primary and secondary burials inside. The many bones are largely comingled, male 

and female, children and adults, likely added over many hundreds of years. Presently, more of 

the bones at the southwestern end of the tomb have been exposed, where bones appear to be 

grouped and separated intentionally. It will take a huge amount of painstaking work to excavate 

and interpret the complex layout. The team were delighted to uncover the eastern end of the 

tomb at the very end of this season and now its full dimensions are known which will hopefully    

permit useful data sets to be obtained from the rich, dense bone deposits, regarding changes in 

diet, health and lifestyle. Ceramics seem to be in highest concentration around the central part 

of the tomb, where the standing stones seen in the 1970s photos form part of the tombôs     

side-entrance. These upright beach-rock slabs form a narrow entry passage over three metres 

long, with two to three steps leading down into the tomb itself. 

A trench was opened to the southwest of these long tombs back in the mid 1990s. A single,    

isolated burial was discovered and then covered back up at that time. Last week, the German 

team reopened the trench. The material here was more of a fine loam, not the crumbly           

wadi-rubble around Tombs 1 and 2. There was no burial structure as such, no grave goods, 

just an alignment of stones covering the remains of a small child, perhaps 4 or 5 years old,  

lying on its side with straight legs. From the dental enamel, it seems that the child experienced 

some kind of infection or other health challenge that resulted in delayed growth, near the end of 

his or her life. The remains were complete, with no signs of 

violence and they have been carefully removed for further 

study. By comparison with the rich, complex density of re-

mains in the long tombs, this tiny, isolated burial somehow cuts a lonely and moving figure.  

The team have now covered over the trenches but plan 

to return in April to study the various grave goods and     

ceramics, and again in November to continue the     

painstaking extraction and documentation of the human 

remains.  

Many thanks to Kristina and her team for this fascinating 

visit and time that they so kindly gave us, on the very last 

day of their season. 
The solitary burial place of the young A carnelian bead from Tomb 2 

The beach-rock standing stones at   
the entrance of  Tomb 2 

Tomb 1, looted in antiquity 

Field trip to the tombs at Dibba 76 
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Contribution by Sonja Lavrenļiļ  & inputs from James Conder 
Photos by: James, Narjess Hamecha-Daniels, Sonja & Val Lindsay     

Crime Scene in the Wild: A Perfect Kill Without a Trace  

  

Last September, a small group of DNHG members spent a week in the bush of the Makalali Reserve, staying at Jobôs Halt, a 

charming, small, unfenced compound nestled between the banks of the Makhutswe River and a popular waterhole. After a long 

dry season, these two water sources attracted scores of wildlife day and night. 

Spending a week at this unfenced post was a thrilling immersion into real bush life. With 

a wooden terrace overlooking the Makhutswe River on one side and a low rock-built 

fence facing the waterhole on the other, Jobôs Halt offered endless opportunities to   ob-

serve wildlife without ever leaving the compound. In fact, we could watch animals pass 

by from the sofas on the large central porch. 

Buffalo herds stampeded through the river valley, and elephants brushed past the 

wooden pillars of the terrace, occasionally making our two experienced guides, Jan and 

James, uneasy about our groupôs safety, complementing our complete obliviousness to 

the potential danger. Nyala drank from the compoundôs pool, giraffes peeked around 

corners, while vervet monkeys and chacma baboons lurked in the jackalberry trees shading the lodge. During the day, they 

watched us opportunistically (and even managed to ransack one unlocked room and damage some books forgotten on the porch), 

while at night they raced across the roofs, especially when lions or leopards called from the surrounding bush. 

We saw four of the Big Five on the very first day without even leaving the compound. Early risers were rewarded further, spotting 

the lions passing through early on the second morning, completing all five of the Big Five. The place felt like a bustling meeting 

point in the African bush, much to the frustration of our guide and tracker Jan, whose excellent tracking skills almost seemed     

redundant. Almost, but not quite. During our walking safaris especially, his deep knowledge of animal behaviour and tracking     

consistently brought us close to wildlife without ever compromising our safety. 

True to the spirit of a real bush adventure, excitement started early - before I had even 

brushed my teeth on the first morning. A pair of wild dogs was tearing apart an impala 

carcass beside the waterhole. Jan and James had heard a leopard calling during the 

night and suspected that the impala had been killed by a leopard, only for the wild dogs 

to overpower it by numbers and take over the kill. Only two wild dogs were present, 

prompting Jan to wonder where the rest of the pack was. His assumption was that the 

den, where the cubs were hidden, lay some distance away and that these two adults 

were responsible for providing food. Wild dogs are endangered, protected and rarely 

seen; one of them even wore a tracking collar. The sighting was a rare privilege. 

So we began our first day hiding behind the rocky fence, wearing slippers, coffee mugs in hand, watching raw survival unfold live, 

nearly making us late for breakfast and our 7 a.m. bush walk. 

Leaving the safety of the compound and venturing into the bush on foot, without the protection of a       

vehicle, felt especially intense after witnessing the kill from such close range. Despite our two armed 

guides, the sense of exposure was real. We were given strict instructions: always walk in single file,     

always behind the guns, and rotate positions regularly.  

We began our morning walk by visiting the impala carcass. 

Once the wild dogs moved off, we were able to approach the carcass. The impalaôs body had been split 

open and dragged closer to the waterhole. The abdomen was emptied of intestines, while the lungs and 

heart lay in the grass where the kill had occurred. It was a beautiful young impala, perhaps too careless or 

too slow during the night. It appeared to have been 

alone, judging by the lack of droppings from other 

impalas nearby, making it an easy target.            

Interestingly, there were no clear bite marks on the 

throat, casting some doubt on the leopard-kill theory. 

Jan reached all these conclusions simply by reading the scene, like a bush     

detective at a crime site. 

What we had suspected in the morning when observing the wild dogs   

movements was confirmed when we returned from the walk. On the far side 

of the waterhole, near the compoundôs solar panels, we discovered a      

DNHG explorers marching 
in single file into the sunset 

Detective Jan assessing the 
crime scene 

Wild dogs with the kill 

Taking notes at the crime 
scene after the vultures left 

Elephants passing by Jobôs Halt 

(continued  on page 6) 
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second fresh impala carcass - another night kill. It too had been gutted and partially eaten, with no throat marks. No wonder   

impalas have earned their reputation as the fast food of the bush. 

The waterhole remained busy all day: zebras drinking, buffalo locking horns, impalas snorting alarm calls. At one point, we even 

spotted a leopard sneaking through the tall dry grass toward the abandoned kill. Eventually it retreated. The area was simply too 

crowded and our own excitement added to the commotion. 

My attention, however, stayed fixed on the fate of the two impala carcasses. After the 

wild dogs retreated, carcass No. 2, the one farther from the waterhole and lodge, was the 

first to attract vultures. True to their reputation, they gathered in the branches of a nearby 

dead tree, forming the classic, ominous image so often seen in films and photographs.     

I counted five at first, then eleven, and finally twenty-one vultures. 

Some soared high, others circled low, while a few perched patiently, waiting their turn. 

Then, as if on cue, they descended on the carcass. A strict pecking order was clearly in 

place. I was impatient with curiosity and wanted to observe the feast up close, but James 

refused to let me leave the compound without 

armed protection, as per the strict bush rules. With leopards and wild dogs around,      

caution was justified, and I suspect vultures themselves are not too picky when it comes 

to fresh meat. 

Eventually, vultures also descended on carcass No. 1 near the waterhole. With Jamesô 

help, we identified mostly white-backed vultures, along with a few larger, paler Cape   

griffons and several hooded vultures with their 

slender beaks. Still, without an armed  escort, I 

could only watch from behind the fence until 

sunset, when we were called in for yet another 

of Janôs delicious dinners. 

The next morning, my first thought was the state of the carcasses. What had the vul-

tures left behind? 

I had to wait until breakfast was finished and the guides were armed before we set out 

on our morning game drive, making our first stop at the remains of the nearby kill. 

The impalaôs bones had been picked clean, except for the skull. All soft tissue: eyes, 

tongue, cheeks, was gone, but the skull itself remained intact. The hide was left behind, 

along with the thin legs still wrapped in skin. The ribcage, spine, and hips were       spot-

lessly picked, and all traces of internal organs had vanished. 

Clearly, hyenas had not yet arrived. As nocturnal scavengers, they were next in line in the bushôs disposal system. To witness 

the final stage, we would have to wait another night. 

We didnôt visit carcass No. 2 that morning. Although it was only ten minutes away, doing so would have required the entire group 

and both armed guides, setting us back on our planned drive, so we skipped it.  

On our third morning, as soon as we were breakfasted, packed, and armed, we returned to the waterhole site. To my              

astonishment, there was nothing left. Nothing at all, not a 

bone, not a hair, not a drop of blood. It was as if the kill 

had never   happened.  

Later that day, after our afternoon drive, we finally checked 

on carcass No. 2. It, too, had completely disappeared. The 

only evidence left behind were two vulture feathers,      

possibly remnants of a scuffle over the final leftovers. 

Nearby, we found hyena footprints in the dust of the dirt 

road and, unmistakably, their pale-coloured droppings - 

classic proof of bone consumption. As Narjess explained in 

her own bush report, hyena droppings turn white due to the 

calcium from crushed bones, thanks to their incredibly strong digestive systems.  

And while our days in the Makalali bush continued with many more walks, drives and unforgettable encounters, this marked the 

end of the impala kill story. Killed and consumed in less than three days, it was a striking example of the bushôs super-efficient 

ecosystem, where every  creature plays its role, and nothing goes to waste. 

The kill after vultures picked it clean 

Jobôs Halt from the other bank of the 
Makhutswe river 

Vulture gathering 

Hooded vulture at the kill 

Waterhole observation point 

(continued from page 5) 
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Contribution by Gary Feulner,  

Photos by Gary, Binish Roobas, Mai Tran & Kartik Balasubramaniam 

Pre-Holiday Desert Camping and Mothing   

 

The "unsettled" weather settled nicely, just in time for our pre-holiday overnight 

camping (Dec 20-21). An afternoon drive took us through the varied scenery of the 

relatively well-vegetated desert east of the RAK/UAQ border. Led by Sonja   

Lavrenļiļ, we started in the bed of Wadi Lamhah, which ultimately drains the UAE 

mountain areas from Manama south to Mleiha, and flows continuously to the     

Arabian Gulf during floods. We then followed a firm sand track through the remnant 

parallel dune ridges of the RAK desert, stopping for overlooks and to inspect a   

remote palm and ghaf plantation. The major evidence of the recent rain was 

rounded dune crests and relatively firm sand overall. 

Our campsite was in a grove of loosely-spaced ghaf trees among low dunes. Late 

afternoon bird observations included Desert and Isabelline Wheatears, Arabian 

Bee-Eater and Lesser Whitethroat, in addition to more common residents. As dusk gathered, in 

the dunes away from camp we saw many scattered large ants, most likely the soldier caste of the 

Giant Desert Ant Camponotus xerxes (reputedly the largest ant species in Arabia). The ants were 

typically found as singles or pairs, moving only slowly or engaged with each other but, in all 

cases, close inspection showed injuries ï mostly missing or partial legs or antennae ï more likely 

to be the result of combat than of the recent rain. The soldiers have jaws like serrated meat cleav-

ers, and they are not slow to flash them. The crepuscular emergence of this species is well 

known, but we were left to speculate about the reasons for their distribution and the prevalence of 

their     injuries. Authoritative explanations are invited! 

A special attraction of the trip was a mothing session offered by 

Kartik B and his wife Shristi. The moth light and collecting sheet were set up not far from the 

campfire (but shielded from direct view) to facilitate periodic visits to check for new arrivals. 

Moths were not abundant that night, but we nevertheless attracted a diverse assortment, 

representing at least four different moth families. For more details, see the separate item on 

page 9 of this Gazelle. 

Surprise visitors to the light were four or five small backswimmers (Family Notonectidae). 

These insects, only about a centimeter long, are primarily aquatic predators, but they are 

also strong fliers able to disperse and find scattered freshwater habitats. Most likely they 

were in flight after the recent rain, hoping to expand their distribution to newly created 

ponds and pools. Days later, the same small backswimmers were abundant at several 

freshwater bodies along the Hajar Mountain front. 

We dined around a wood campfire (in a grill, per RAK regulations) on various delicacies shared by 

the participants. There, we were visited by a small number of Tenebrionid beetles ï a large family 

of mostly nocturnal black beetles common in Arabia's desert environments. The biggest such visi-

tor (approaching 4cm) was an elongated beetle with a down-curved rear end, reminiscent of a 

spout. Gary had assured the group that most tenebrionids are harmless, but it's good we did not 

take this as fully authoritative, because we later tentatively identified the beetle (from Insects of 

Eastern Arabia) as the so-called Churchyard Beetle Blaps kollari, which can eject a foul-smelling 

liquid from its rear. 

 

Thanks to Sonja Lavrenļiļ for her 

energy and perseverance in    

putting this outing together and 

keeping it on track. 

 

Campers at table (photo by Binish Roobas) 
Campsite in late afternoon (photo by Binish Roobas) 

Overlook of the broad channel of Wadi Lamhah 
(photo by Gary Fuelner) 

Southern Grey Shrike 
(photo by Binish Roobas) 

Soldier ants grappling at dusk. Neither 
ant has both antennae and one is     
missing legs (photo by Mai Tran) 

A backswimmer at the moth light 
(photo by Gary) 
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Field trip to Shimal: A window on the Second Millenium  

Our late November visit to the RAK archaeological site of Shimal was an intellectual 

introduction to the intrinsic interest and significance of the site, but it was also an      

excellent practical introduction to the modern methodology of excavation, processing 

and subsequent multi-disciplinary analysis required to turn observation into              

understanding. 

Shimal, situated in an embayment of the local mountain front, was first recognised in 

the 1970s and has been excavated intermittently since that time, focusing on different 

areas and different elements. Archaeological remains at the site span most of the        

Second Millennium, a thousand-year period (ca. 2000 to 1000 BCE) encompassing the 

Middle and Late Bronze Age and at least part of the Early Iron Age. 

Current excavation is proceeding in the context of our evolving understanding that this 

time span represents a period of re-adjustment following an episode of severe climatic 

deterioration at the end of the Third Millennium ï an episode that affected prosperous cultures from the Mediterranean and the 

Near East to South Asia. In the UAE and Oman, that episode effectively ended the Umm an-Nar culture. 

On site, Prof Lloyd Weeks and his team from University of New England (Australia) introduced us 

to many of the diverse phenomena they are investigating, e.g.: the several classic, excavated 

Wadi Suq tombs ï elongated shallow subterranean communal tombs with corbelled roofs; 

mounds representing the sites of unexcavated tombs, most of them covered by dense and     

apparently purposeful shell scatters of the remains of edible mollusks; the apparently different 

locations and arrangement of residential areas and tomb sites for Middle and Late Bronze Age 

occupants; a perimeter wall; the efficacy of ground-penetrating radar in coarse gravel substrate; 

nearby palm gardens probably in use in the Second Millennium; dietary remains dominated by 

fish and shellfish; and evidence that the Second Millennium shoreline was much closer to the 

site, perhaps less than 2 km away. 

At the site, excavation proceeds in a painstaking manner, including sorting and sieving of       

excavated material. But after that, a visit to the "dig house" at Falayah showed us that            

subsequent processing and analysis is equally painstaking and ultimately even more time      

consuming. The finest material is further sorted and much of it is subjected to flotation, which 

separates carbonaceous and organic material, including plant remains. 

Pottery and bone material is also segregated, labelled, recorded and most of it photographed for further identification and         

statistical studies (employing advanced computer graphics) by multiple specialists. These contemporary methodologies are a far 

cry from earlier eras of archaeological investigation and permit a more fine-grained account of the evolution of the site and its  

inhabitants through time. 

Prof. Weeks will lecture to the DNHG in March 2026 to discuss his team's findings (and pending questions) in more detail. We are 

pleased to thank the University of New England team and the RAK Department of Antiquities and Museums for the privilege of 

our visit.   
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An excavated Wadi Suq tomb  
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