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Whatôs in your Larder - Part   3  

I have written previously about wasps filling their larders or brood chambers with 

food for their developing larvae (see Gazelle Nov 2022 and Feb 2023). This is a very 

diverse area with thousands of wasp species targeting numerous host species and I 

thought an update might be interesting based on some observations from earlier this 

year. 

At Wadi Al Jazirah, which we visited during the IEW in February, I spotted the large 

red potter wasp, Delta dimidiatipenne, diligently searching the branches of 

Dodonaea viscosa. Back and forth came the wasp until it settled in one particular 

spot and, moving closer, I could see that it had found a caterpillar victim.  

One characteristic of wasps is the thin link between thorax and abdomen ï the 

ówasp-waistô - that gives these predators incredible flexibility. In this case the wasp 

had the caterpillar firmly grasped in its mandibles whilst its abdomen was folded 

completely underneath its body to inflict a paralysing sting.  

Having subdued its prey there followed a period of ófussing aboutô, during which the 

wasp detached the caterpillar, manoeuvered it into position for take-off, cleaned its 

antennae and legs, and then finally flew off. (See photos 1 & 2) 
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Contributors ð 

Thank you to the following members for 
their contributions this month: 

*Anelisa Lambert 

*Angela Manthorpe 

*Binish Roobas 

*Gary Feulner 

*Gosia van Unen 

*Herbert Otto 

*Iain Dodson 

*James Conder 

*Kateryna Fomenko 

*Valerie Chalmers 

 

 

(continued on page 3) 

Contribution and photos by Angela Manthorpe 

1. Immobilising sting  

Sharjah Art Foundation Biennial 16 
é.. on page 6  

Artwork by Zadie Xa  

https://www.facebook.com/DNHG.UAE/
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Announcements and Recorders  
DNHG Recorders  

Reptiles - Dr. Reza Khan  

M: 050 6563601 

Astronomy - Lamjed El Kefi  

T: 06 5310467 

Off: 06 5583003  

E: lankefi@emirates.net.ae  

Marine Life - Lamjed El Kefi  

(contact as above) 

Geology - Gary Feulner  

T: 04 3065570   

E: grfeulner@gmail.com 

Insects - Gary Feulner  

(contact as above) 

Fossils - Valerie Chalmers  

M: 050 8069724 

E: valeriechalmers@gmail.com  

Plants - Valerie Chalmers   

(contact as above) 

Archaeology - Anelisa Lambert  

M: 056 6904508 

E: anelisalambert@gmail.com 

Seashells - Andrew Childs  

M: 050 4590112  

E: andrew.childs@eim.ae  

Bird Recorder - Panos Azmanis  

M: 050 7083555  

E: azmanis.vet@gmail.com 

Mammals - Jacky Judas  

M: +966 53 219 4547  

E: jackyjudas@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Editor:  

2025 will bring many more interesting 
trips and lectures! 

Please share with us through the 
email below your observations, 
stories, photos and captions of 
wildlife, nature and history in the UAE 
or abroad.  

Email:      gazelleeditor@gmail.com   

Deadline: 20-June -2025 

             ...for the June edition... 

We look forward to hearing from you. 

Your contributions bring the 
Gazelle newsletter to life and 
encourage continuous learning of 
our History and Nature!  

 

 

Monthly Lecture  

 

Monday 2 June 2025  

Starts at 8 pm  

 

Location: CVRL  

Google maps link for location:  

https://maps.app.goo.gl/

HXjmpJvaHxZXwheS8  

 

 

Topic:  Documentary ñDheibat Al Mahalò followed by Q&A session and lecture 

Speakers:  Mr Lamjed El Kefi and Mr Nasir A. Al Owais  

Abstract:   

Nasir was inspired by the mention of ñDheibat Al Mahalò (Sharks Area) in the travel 

book by the ancient seafarer Ibn Battuta, as he sailed the southern India sea. The 

area is in fact todayôs Maldives southern atoll. As keen divers they had heard of  

relatively frequent shark encounters, so they set off to explore its underwater world. 

About the Speakers:  

¶ Lamjed El Kefi is an Underwater Photographer who helped organise and film this 

documentary on Tiger Sharks. 

¶ Nasir A. Al Owais  is a diver friend and is one of the Underwater Videographers 

who made this film. 

The Team:  

¶ Nasir A. Al Owais runs Blue Ocean for Documentaries Production, Underwater 

Videography and Photo Services. He is a Diving Trainer with many specialities,       

including the Rebreather Diving. He participated with his documentaries in many     

International Underwater Festivals. Nasir served as the Production Supervisor, 

Main Character and Videographer for this documentary. 

¶ Khalid Ali is an experienced Film Director and Dive Master. He joined Blue Ocean 

as on-stage Film Director for the ñDheibat Al Mahalò documentary. 

¶ Lamjed El Kefi is an engineer by profession. Furthermore, he is a Nature and  

Underwater Photographer/ Recorder, an Amateur Astronomer and a member of 

DNHG. He joined Blue Ocean as Organiser and UW Photographer for ñDheibat Al 

Mahalò documentary. 

Film Crew Members:  

¶ Khalid Obeid Al Mansouri  - UW Photographer 

¶ Reynold Dee Herbito  - Diving Trainer and UW Photographer 

¶ Aisha Al Qassab  - Assistant Director 

 

We are grateful to the team for allowing us access to this documentary, and for       

sharing their experiences throughout the creation of this film. 

 

mailto:jackyjudas@gmail.com
mailto:mailto:gazelleeditor@gmail.com
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The potter wasp creates cells of mud which you might have seen on the walls of 

abandoned houses. The caterpillar is placed in the chamber, and the wasp lays an 

egg inside and seals it shut. As there is no refrigeration in this pantry, the caterpillar is 

not killed, but is merely immobilised, presenting the larva with fresh protein on which 

to feast before it pupates. This was a large caterpillar, perhaps ample enough to fill 

one cell, whereas some species will collect multiple prey. I found a broken pot in 

Mushrif Park once, that had nine small caterpillars inside, which illustrates how 

tirelessly the females work to provide food for the next generation. 

Also in February, but this time on the outskirts of Muscat, I observed a wasp with a 

slightly different hunting strategy. In the branches of a Euphorbia larica bush I 

spotted the messy retreat of a Stegodyphus nathistmus spider. There was a pompilid 

or spider hunting wasp outside the entrance and I thought at first it was caught in the 

web but, as I watched, there unfolded the kind of micro drama that makes the natural 

world so fascinating. Cautiously the wasp made its way inside the spiderôs silken bag, 

then it turned around and waited. An ambush had been prepared! It was a windy day 

and the bush was constantly on the move. The spider appeared underneath its lair 

and painstakingly, over the course of an hour, it moved closer to home, oblivious to 

the intruder. The wasp waited out of sight of the spider when suddenly, while I was 

stretching tired limbs, it pounced on its victim and inflicted the immobilising sting. The 

venom must have been potent as the spider put up no resistance whatsoever and 

then, rather than fly away with its prey, the wasp proceeded to drag the spider inside 

its own lair.  

It was comical to watch the labours of the wasp, as she pulled and strained, but it was 

only once she had unstuck all the spiderôs legs that she was finally able to drag the 

body inside.   

All the action was now taking place 

inside the spiderôs retreat and typically, 

the wasp would then lay an egg on the 

spider, providing a magnificent feast for 

the emergent larva.  

Incidentally, some species of spider 

hunting wasps have been observed 

closing the lair or burrow of their victims 

to enable the larva to develop 

undisturbed by other parasites or 

scavengers. 

(See photos 3 to 8 for unfolding drama) 

 

(continued from page 1) 

2. Ready for takeoff 

3. The messy retreat with wasp 

4. Predator settles 

7. Immobilising sting in web 

6. Oblivious to the lurking predator 5. Spider returns 8. A rest before the final effort 
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Farasan Islands  

In the southern part of the Red Sea, close to the border with Yemen, offshore from the Saudi 

city of Jizan lie the Farasan Islands. They form a large archipelago consisting of 84 coral    

islands that came into being because of the regional uplift caused by the Red Sea spreading. 

The islands are made of coral, calcium deposits and coral sand. There are many secret      

lagoons and white beaches covered with both fossil and fresh coral debris and innumerable 

shells. 

Marine fossils of the same species can be observed underwater today. Some islands within 

the archipelago are fringed by mangrove thickets that provide breeding zones for bird and fish 

species. 

The biggest island of the archipelago, Farasan Kabir, lies 50km off the coast of Jizan. It is 66km 

long, 5 - 8km wide and currently 72m at its highest point. In 1989 a nature reserve was            

established on the island, offering habitat and protection to the largest reintroduced Arabian     

gazelle population. There are more than 700 animals roaming freely on the island among the  

acacia thickets. 

The best time to spot them is early in the morning or late in the afternoon. 

There are several historic sites worth visiting on Farasan Kabir 

like the ruins of an old mosque and merchant houses. They 

have decorative walls, portals and passages reminiscent of 

Yemeni and Omani architecture and are in the village centre. Another historic building is the 

Ottoman Fort, just outside the village itself occupying the highest point of the island and        

offering panoramic views of the surroundings. 

Further out into the archipelago, desert islands provide a unique habitat to one of the largest 

and most diverse ecosystems in the Saudi Arabian part of the Red Sea. The fauna of the 

Farasan Islands includes 231 species of fish, 49 reef-forming coral species and many bird  

species. I was lucky to spot the endangered Sooty Falcon, or perhaps I should say it spotted 

me as I walked unknowingly towards its nesting ground. It was flying towards me swooping low 

and screeching, clearly trying to intimidate me and with success! 

The tiny islands with turquoise blue lagoons and white sandy beaches are clean, deserted and 

serene but the beauty of the underwater world surpasses everything above. 

In contrast to the dry island landscape, the underwater life is rich in colour and abundant in 

life. The reefs are spectacular, and it is common to encounter rays, nurse sharks, barracudas,  

lionfish, octopus, large schools of fusiliers, angelfish and many sharks including whale sharks. 

The most spectacular diving locations lie on the outside of the islands where the reefs         

descend vertically into the depths of several hundred meters. In the shallower areas there is 

enough coral and fish variety for a successful snorkeling trip. 

Distances between the islands vary considerably and can be between 5 and 45km.  

Diving sites are plentiful and diverse but the decision of where to dive will (as always) be  determined by the weather and current 

conditions and assessed by the captain. 

Secluded blue lagoons and soft white beaches offer a perfect exploration spot between the dives. The coastlines are alive with 

hermit crabs and rimmed with bits of red sponge, white coral and sand-polished shells. These are the last of natureôs sanctuaries 

with time measured by the rhythm of fluctuating tides. Although modern ferries improved accessibility on Farasan Kabir, they are 

also responsible for increasing negative impact on the ecosystem. Eventually this remote, untouched location is bound to lose 

some of its original character 

to modernisation. 

 

Contribution  and photos by Gosia van Unen 

Hard and soft corals on the sloping 

reef plateau 

The Farasan Gazelle,  

Gazella gazella farasani  

Intricately chiselled facade of the        

entrance arch and exterior of the house 

of Uthman Al-Rifaói, a pearl merchant 

One of the many coral-stone buildings 

with wooden roofs and exterior      

courtyards, and some with stucco       

decorations, Qurôanic verses carved 

within the main majlis, and                 

stained-glass windows  

Checking out the corals on the beach 

One of the deserted islets with a lagoon 
and Sea lavender, Limonium axillare  

Diving along the vertical reef wall.  
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Deceptive Camouflage: Good, Better, Best  

 

It is well known that many insects use deceptive camouflage of various sorts to fool potential predators. It is also generally 

thought that the colourful 'eyespots' and 'tails' at the rear corners of the wings of many butterfly wings are designed to resemble 

the head end of the animal, and thereby misdirect any attack by potential predators to the less vulnerable, or less critical parts of 

the target. 

A group of butterflies called Hairstreaks or Silverlines (Family Lycaenidae: Subfamily Theclinae) is well known for this strategy. A 

good example from the UAE and Oman is Apharitis (or Spindasis) acamas (see accompanying photos), the Tawny Silverline, 

which has two pairs of very prominent 'tails'. Another is Deudorix livia, the Pomegranate Playboy, which can flare two round, 

black flaps of tissue at the rear corner of its hindwings, to resemble protruding eyes. 

Last month at my school in rural Nepal, I saw what must be one of the very best such attempts at anatomical and behavioural  

disguise. A single individual of Spindasis syama, the Club Silverline, nectared for more than an hour on large, exotic daisy-family 

flowers in a decorative flowerbed. It displayed long 'tails', which seemed to be in constant, erratic motion, and black eyespots 

which could be flared.  

But, in addition, those decoy body parts were mounted on a bulbous orange 'head', and the butterfly, while feeding slowly across 

the broad composite flower, always kept its relatively inconspicuous true head low and close to the flower surface, while the false 

orange head was always held high, as if keeping watch over its surroundings. I found myself constantly deceived even while  

photographing it.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contribution by Gary Feulner 
Photos by Binish Roobas, Gary Feulner and Herbert Otto  

Happy Fish frolicking 

Club Silverline dorsal view, 
Makadum, Ramechhapa in  Nepal  

(photo by Gary Feulner) 

Club Silverline profile, Makadum, 
Ramechhapa in Nepal  

(photo by Gary Feulner) 

Pomegranate Playboy,   
another UAE/ Oman species  

(photo by Herbert Otto) 

Tawny Silverline, a UAE/ Oman species  
(photo by Binish Roobas) 

Musandam through James Conderôs Lens - ñup in the sky to under the waterò (Eid al Fitr 2025) 

Bird Rock  - but where are the birds? 

Osprey Nest - beware do not come close! 

Reef Heron hoping to find an easy catch 

Rock of Gulls waiting for the ferry Crested Tern gliding through the sky 
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In the Beginning . . . (the DNHG from 1985 to 1994)  

For the occasion of the DNHG's 40th anniversary year, the Chairman and Vice Chair have updated the 

existing history of the group (last reviewed for our 25th anniversary). The updated document will be posted 

in full on the DNHG website, but it was felt that the majority of current members will have very little idea 

about the DNHG's earliest years. So we take the opportunity to present here an account of the introductory 

chapter of our history ï with our gratitude to all who made it happen. 

The DNHG was established in 1985 by Dr. Joseph Platt, Environmental Advisor to                       

H.H. Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum. It was initially intended to complement the        

efforts of the Dubai Wildlife Research Centre, an entity created by H.H. Sheikh Mohammed. The 

DNHG initiative undoubtedly took account of the success of the two chapters of the Emirates 

Natural History Group established in Abu Dhabi (in 1977) and Al-Ain (in 1981). 

The inaugural meeting took place at the Art Society of Dubai (now the Dubai International Art 

Centre). A general introduction was given and then Joe Platt, Mike West and Colin Richardson 

gave illustrated talks on birds. 

 

 

From the outset, a principal objective of the DNHG has been to facilitate and participate in gathering 

and disseminating information about the flora and fauna of Dubai and the UAE. Initially it was        

proposed to do this through publication of a series of books. For that purpose early members were 

encouraged to join and meet in more specialised interest groups (botany, insects, mammals, etc.) on 

a monthly basis. A newsletter was initiated and circulated to interested people. 

The effort to encourage amateur research and publication of information about the wildlife and       

environment of the UAE succeeded very well. By 1990, four major natural history publications had 

been published by individuals associated with the DNHG ï The Living Desert by Dr. Marijcke 

Jongbloed, Mammals of the Southern Gulf by Christian Gross and The Living Seas by Frances   

Dipper (née Buckley) and Tony Woodward, all published by Motivate Press, and The Birds of the 

United Arab Emirates by Colin Richardson, published by Hobby Press. 

 

At the end of its first year, at a meeting in February 1986, the DNHG formalised its organisational 

structure by electing a Committee and officers. Birdwatcher Mike West was elected as Chairman 

and Linda Coupland as Secretary, with Christian Gross as Mammals/ Reptiles Coordinator 

(becoming Vice Chairman a year later), Adrian Chapman as Bird Coordinator, Valerie Chalmers as 

Botany Coordinator, and Joseph Platt as Newsletter Editor. Membership was AED 25 and the 

meeting place was moved to The Lodge at Al Nasr Leisureland.  

In March 1986, entomologist Dr. Alan Dickson joined the Committee as Insects Coordinator. In 1987 Alan became Vice          

Chairman, then Chairman, upon Mike West's departure from Dubai. Alan served energetically until 1992, focusing particularly on 

recruiting monthly speakers for the group and encouraging individual research efforts. During most of Alan's tenure our meetings 

were held at the original Metropolitan Hotel ï in Lucifer's Discotheque(!) and later the Andalus Ballroom ï and thereafter at the 

Metropolitan Beach Club. Early lectures and field trips covered a wide range of interests, e.g. local birds, bees, butterflies,        

mammals, reptiles, seashells, environmental protection and astronomy. 

 (continued on page 7) 

Colin Richardson 

Dr Marijcke Jongbloed 

Mike West with Gazelle logo       
donated by Judy Roberts 

Alan Dickson 
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Contribution by Gary Feulner and Valerie Chalmers 

It was during this period that the character and approach of the DNHG was established that has continued to the present day. In 

particular, the DNHG has always sought to serve as a forum for those interested in local natural history to meet like-minded              

individuals and to find and share information, whether through lectures, field trips, library resources, the encouragement of        

individual research efforts, or simple discussion. 

Unique and successful in its niche, the DNHG as an organisation has, by design, not attempted to 

expand its institutional role to encompass environmental activism or public outreach, or to compete 

in fund raising with the many other organisations in Dubai that have been expressly established and 

staffed to do so. Over the years, however, many individual DNHG members have been leaders and/

or active supporters of related environmental and conservation organisations. 

In 1992, Alan Dickson was succeeded as Chairman by the genial Jim Footitt, another keen        

birdwatcher, who led the DNHG for the next two years, assisted in particular by Jim Hart and Bob 

Clevely. At the same time our lecture venue moved to Jumeirah English Speaking School (JESS), 

where we met until 2002, sometimes in the gymnasium and sometimes in a large utility room.      

Current members may be amused to know that one of the chores of lecture attendees in that era 

was to set up and return portable chairs to and from the adjacent storage closet. This reflected the 

economic reality ï a continuing reality ï that commercial meeting space in Dubai is beyond the  

modest budget of the DNHG, whose principal source of income is from membership fees. (The current fees, AED 50 for         

individuals and AED 100 for family memberships, have not increased for more than three decades.) 

During the years at JESS our meetings included an express social component. Initially there was 

an intermission for that purpose, complete with beverage service courtesy of Chalmers             

Engineering. As membership grew the intermission was abandoned in favour of the less disruptive 

alternative of a pre-meeting reception. Eventually, however, this luxury fell victim to the pace and 

other exigencies of modern Dubai. 

The balance of the DNHG history ï especially for those who cannot wait to hear how it all turns out 

-- will be available on the DNHG website before the end of June. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mike West hands over to Alan Dickson 
L2R: front: Colin Richardson, Alan Dickson, 
Carolyn Lehmann, Marijcke Jongbloed,     
Valerie Chalmers 

L2R back: Nick Goss, Jim Footttit 

Valerie Chalmers 

Jim Foottit 

Carolyn Lehmann 

(continued from page 6) 
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All photos by Iain Dodson 

Nadiah Bamadhaj - Malaysian artist  

Based in Indonesia 

Yvonne Koolmatrie 

Aboriginal Australian Artist 

 Yhonnie Scarce - Aboriginal Australian artist  

Title: 'Operation Buffalo' - 2024 

Hand-blown glass yams, stainless steel and      

reinforced wire 

Alia Farid  - Kuwaiti artist  

Title: 'Kupol LR 3303 Talisman 01, 02, 03'  - 2025 

Fibreglass and polyester resin, photocopy paper, 

ink, stainless steel bolts 

Zadie Xa - Korean Canadian artist  

On the right : 'Danse Macabre-Memories of Earth 

and Flesh' - 2024 

Sharjah Museums -  

The Sharjah Art Foundation Biennial 16 and Sharjah Museum of Islamic Civilisation  (27 April 2025) 

Hazelle Page once again kindly organised a full dayôs outing for the DNHG membership to visit Sharjah Museums and Art      

Galleries, the umbrella of Sharjah Biennial 16. Here are photos of some of the artworks at Al Hamriyah Studios that captured 

Iain Dodson eye. 

 

 

 

 

 

Brian Martin - Aboriginal Australian artist 

Title:  'Baw-li tharra burriin Kamilaroi #2, #7, #3' - 

2023 - Mixed media on canvas 

Rita Mawuena Benissan  - Ghanian Artist 

and the DNHG members  
Rita Mawuena Benissan - Ghanian artist  

Title: 'Blue Waters Swam Golden Fish' - 2024  

Bamboo, fringe and bronze on velvet, embroidery 

on satin, gold leaf on wood 

Kalokli Nyamai Akamba - Kenyan artist 

Title: 'Kwata'  - 2024  

Mixed media on canvas 
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Contribution by Gary Feulner; photos by Kateryna Fomenko 

From the Chairmanôs desk 

A Warm Welcome to Our New Home  

Our inaugural lecture at our new lecture venue was a splendid occasion. The conference room at      

Dubai's Central Veterinary Research Laboratory (CVRL) is dark wood panelled, houses a scientific    

library along one wall and is engagingly decorated in museum-like fashion with skeletons and            

taxidermy mounts of Arabian animals and breeds. The lighting is cozy by night and made for a very 

congenial setting. We were welcomed personally by CVRL's Scientific Director, our longtime member                          

Professor Dr. Ulli Wernery, and by his wife Renate (who, we learned, had moonlighted as interior  

decorator for the conference room). 

It was a special and unexpected honour to be graced by the presence of Dr. Frauke Heard-Bey, the        

author of From Trucial States to United Arab Emirates, which remains the most comprehensive and  

accessible history of the 20th century evolution of the area and the peoples that have become today's 

UAE. 

Professor Lesley Gregoricka's lecture on life and death in Umm an-Nar times lived up to its advance 

billing and provoked much interest and many questions. Dr. Ulli had expressed mild disappointment 

that relatively few attendees seemed to have taken advantage of the coffee, tea and biscuits that had 

been set out ï but when the last of the post-lecture discussions were quieted and the Chairman         

escorted the stragglers out of the room, it seemed that those offerings had not gone to waste after all. 

A few photos are shown from before and during the meeting, for those who could not attend. 

Photos courtesy of Anelisa Lambert 

Biodiversity Day at the One and Only Royal Mirage  

Thursday, May 22 was International Day for Biological Diversity.          

For the occasion the DNHG was invited to give a presentation on        

biodiversity at Dubai's One and Only Royal Mirage (OORM) resort,     

undoubtedly one of the most extensively and diversely landscaped resort 

properties in the UAE. Justifiably proud of its property, the OORM has 

produced a booklet showcasing many of its exotic plants and many of the 

birds that can be seen there. They also shared with us a list of the more 

than 100 species of plants used in their landscaping. 

In addition, we were invited to make our own advance inspection, which 

was conducted on a steamy morning by Kateryna Fomenko. She         

identified, as expected, three exotic butterflies predicted to occur based 

on the list of plants, as well as two freshwater snails (one native, one   

introduced) expected on general principle. Kateryna also learned that the 

resort's pesticide protocols are modest, but that occasional "falcon         

treatments" are used to discourage unwanted crows and  mynas, which can become too familiar with hotel guests. 

Hotel staff totalling more than 50 persons from various departments attended, including a mix of nationalities, ages and lengths 

of residence in Dubai. After a welcome by the Hotel Manager Marianne Fitzgerald, Chairman Gary Feulner presented a rapid 

travelogue of the UAE's many localised habitats which promote outsized plant and animal biodiversity in what is, statistically, a 

rather small, hyper-arid country. Gary followed with an interactive dialogue about the meaning of 'biodiversity' in the context of 

the UAE, where many essentially permanent, man-made, cool and green environments have replaced the original habitats, and 

been colonised by plants and animals suited to those new habitats, most of which could not survive in the remaining 'natural'  

environments of the UAE. Dubai's unofficial motto is "Build it, and they will come." Can we complain if animals do the same? 

After a coffee break, Marios Mantzourogiannis gave a short presentation of some of the more distinctive mammals, reptiles and 

birds that can be found in sand deserts. The program closed with a short quiz that invited the audience to identify or explain the 

animals, behaviours or phenomena shown in a series of slides. Prizes were awarded by the hotel and presented by Gary and 

Vice Chair Valerie Chalmers to the three top scorers, who were deservedly cheered by their colleagues. The event was         

coordinated by DNHG member Dhadendralal (Lal) Kuttan, the Health and Safety Manager at the resort. 

 

Gary Feulner (left) and Marios Mantzourogiannis (right) in full flow! 


