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Last April's Showers Brought More Than May Flowers  

Rain has been scarce in the UAE since the record-breaking deluge and flooding of 

mid-April 2024. The dragonfly swarms have come and gone, and most grasses and 

shrubs on the hillsides are brown now. Many rock pools have dried up, leaving dead 

and dying wadi fish behind. This is consistent with the change in global weather 

patterns from El Niño conditions to a La Niña year. But reminders of the floods, and 

the ecological changes wrought by them, persist in the natural environment. These 

are manifested in at least three ways: (1) the amount and distribution of water and 

water bodies, and the distribution of (2) plants and (3) animals. Some examples 

follow. 

Water  

Water is still present and flowing, ten months later, in places that are normally dry 

for all or most of the year. One of the best examples is the recent DNHG nature 

walk to Copper Hike Wadi. In hikes in that area over many years, our groups never 

found water but, in late January, we encountered a chain of bedrock pools featuring 

dragonflies, damselflies and their larvae, diving beetles, whirligig beetles, pond 

skaters, wadi wolf spiders, and water-loving plants. The pools are fed by water still 

percolating in the subsurface of the surrounding countryside and finding its way into 

the wadi channels (but often out-of-site within the wadi gravel ï the rheic zone).  
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Contributors ð 

Thank you to the following members for 

their contributions this month: 

*Anelisa Lambert 

*Angela Manthorpe 

*Dennis Daniels 

*Gary Feulner 

*Kateryna Fomenko 

*Khalid Rafeek 

*Lamjed El Kefi  

*Mary Lanaghan 

*Zafer Inan 

 

(continued on page 3) 

Chain of small pools in Copper Hike Wadi, 

dry in most years  (Dennis Daniels) 

 Heads Down!  

Avid DNHG naturalists in Copper Hike Wadi 

(Gary Feulner) 

Contribution by Gary Feulner 

Photos by Angela Manthorpe, Dennis Daniels,        

Gary Feulner and  Khalid Rafeek as identified  

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS 

1. Heads Up!  

Start of May 2025 -  we are moving to 

a new DNHG Lecture Venue.  

2. Reminder!  

On 7-April -2025 - Annual General 

Meeting & Committee Elections at 

the start of the lecture.  

More details are on page 8  

https://www.facebook.com/DNHG.UAE/
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Announcements and Recorders  
DNHG Recorders  

Reptiles - Dr. Reza Khan  

M: 050 6563601 

Astronomy - Lamjed El -Kefi  

T: 06 5310467 

Off: 06 5583003  

E: lankefi@emirates.net.ae  

Marine Life - Lamjed El -Kefi  

(contact as above) 

Geology - Gary Feulner  

T: 04 3065570   

E: grfeulner@gmail.com 

Insects - Gary Feulner  

(contact as above) 

Fossils - Valerie Chalmers  

T:  04 8832930 

M: 050 8305018  

E: valeriechalmers@gmail.com  

Plants - Valerie Chalmers   

(contact as above) 

Archaeology - Anelisa Lambert  

M: 056 6904508 

E: anelisalambert@gmail.com 

Seashells - Andrew Childs  

M: 050 4590112  

E: andrew.childs@eim.ae  

Bird Recorder - Panos Azmanis  

M: 050 7083555  

E: azmanis.vet@gmail.com 

MammalsðJacky Judas 

M: 050 6181026        

E: jjudas@enwwf.ae 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Editor:  

2025 will bring many more interesting 
trips and lectures! 

Please share with us through the 
email below your observations, 
stories, photos and captions of 
wildlife, nature and history in the UAE 
or abroad.  

Email:      gazelleeditor@gmail.com   

Deadline: 20-April -2025 

             ...for the April edition... 

We look forward to hearing from you. 

Your contributions bring the 
Gazelle newsletter to life and 
encourage continuous learning of 
our History and Nature!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monthly Lecture  

Monday 7 April 2025 at 8 pm  

Speaker:  Sherry Eappen Mathew  

Topic:  Your Natural Environment - The Urban City:  

 The Journey of Waste in the UAE  

 Insights into Urban Recycling & Sustainability by Bee'ah 

Abstract:  

In the bustling urban landscapes of Dubai, Abu Dhabi and Sharjah, the journey of 
waste is a story of transformation, innovation and sustainability. From collection to 
disposal, each step in the waste management process reflects the UAEôs                  
commitment to creating cleaner, greener cities. 
We follow the Journey of Waste across the Emirates, and the thought-process across 
each phase: from using AI to aid collection efficiency, reducing emissions        
throughout waste transportation, diverting maximum material from landfill,           
transforming waste into meaningful products and minimising landfill in alignment with 
the UAEôs zero-waste vision. 

About the Speaker:  

Sherry holds the role of Head of Sustainability at Bee'ah. He is an expert in Waste 
Management and the Circular Economy. A seasoned sustainability professional with 
extensive experience in waste management, circular economy solutions, and        
environmental sustainability. As the Head of Sustainability at Beeôah, the largest 
waste management company in the UAE, he has been instrumental in driving       
sustainability initiatives across industries. His expertise includes stakeholder           
engagement, sustainability reporting and implementing innovative waste diversion 
and recycling strategies. 
With a strong background in business development and leadership, Sherry has 
spearheaded key projects such as digitising waste management operations,          
establishing sustainability partnerships with global brands and promoting Extended 
Producer Responsibility (EPR) programmes. He is a recognised industry leader,   
actively contributing to forums and coalitions focused on environmental sustainability. 
Sherry holds a Post-Graduate Diploma in Management and has furthered his         

expertise with professional certifications in Sustainable Business Management from 

the University of Cambridge and ESG reporting. 

 

mailto:mailto:gazelleeditor@gmail.com
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The same is true at the East Coast site monitored by Khalid Rafeek, where water is still flowing in an 

earthen falaj, where water had not flowed at all in most recent years. The new 'stream' environment 

has nourished a healthy arthropod fauna including a small population of one of the UAE's rarest 

dragonflies, the Green Hooktail (Paragomphus genei), normally an occasional visitor, that has been 

living and breeding there since the rains in early 2024. 

Small springs are also still active in Wadi Zikt, a major East Coast wadi dry in most years. They were 

scouted out by participants during a lunch break on our DNHG visit in late January. There we found, 

among other things, a large adult Arabian Toad Sclerophrys arabica, a species which can aestivate in 

muddy cracks for several years at a time. 

Plants  

The April 2024 floodwaters deposited an exceptional amount of silt in a wide variety of environments. 

This was a particular boon to the so-called Cabbage Plant Physorrhynchus chamaerapistrum, which 

has flowered almost everywhere through the past winter. In many wadi beds, silt currently extends far 

upstream from where it is normally found. This has created a new habitat, suitable for plants that 

would not be found in the customary wadi gravel environment. One example is in mid-Wadi Asfani   

(a/k/a Sfini, Sifuni, Esfani, Isfun, etc.), where silty fields of the low-growing, yellow-green succulent 

Sesuvium extend up the wadi nearly to the village of Asfani. Sesuvium is in widespread use as a low 

border plant in public landscaping, but is new to mountain wadis. Another succulent, the native salt- 

tolerant, bead-leafed Salsola imbricata, has joined Sesuvium in colonising this upstream habitat. 

Animals  

The expansion of Sesuvium up mountain  wadis has brought with it the Western Pygmy Blue butterfly 

Brephidium exilis, a tiny but now very widespread visitor from south-western North America, which 

uses Sesuvium as a principal larval foodplant. Another species newly observed post-flood in several 

mountain wadis is the Large-Spotted Bronze Tiger Beetle Calomera aulica, previously known only 

from areas along the Arabian Gulf coastal plain. Was the new habitat, richer in fine surface sediment, 

more congenial to this beetle than the original, gravel-dominated landscape? 

Will the above changes ï floral, faunal and environmental ï persist after the floods that created 

them? That seems unlikely, because the changes are ultimately only "skin deep" and they 

depend on the persistence of the climatic and atmospheric conditions that caused them. Most 

likely, the habitats in question will revert to harmony with the long-term climate trend. But the 

examples given here can serve as qualitative markers for monitoring environmental changes 

over the coming years.  

(continued from page 1) 

Khalidôs ñreserveò along the 
earthen falaj, dry in most years 

(Gary Feulner) 

Green Hooktails mating 
(Nov 2024). Exceptionally, this               

occasional visitor has been          
residence for a full year  

(Khalid Rafeek) 

Left: Zygonyx torridus male, a 
dragonfly found only at flowing 
water.  
(Khaled Rafeek) 

Sesuvium, a succulent, spreading 

in mid-Wadi Asfani in post-flood silt 

(Gary Feulner) 

Lilac flowers and large, rubbery leaves of 
Physorrhynchus chamaerapistrum, at 

home in fresh silt almost anywhere  
(Gary Feulner)    

A rare grove of Wadi Cane Grass,        
Saccharum griffithii. A water-loving species 

in Wadi Zikt (Jan 2025). Flowing springs 
were  found at the wadi bend at far left  

(Gary Feulner)   

Large-Spotted Bronze Tiger Beetle, newly 

resident in several mountain wadis 

(Angela Manthorpe) 

Close-up of Sesuvium flower and 

leaves (Gary Feulner) 

Right: Spring rains had flooded a 
track past wadi bank plantations, 

even before the April deluge 
(Gary Feulner) 
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Al Qurm Nature Reserve, Kalba - Sharjah Emirate  

On the morning of Saturday, March 15, 2025, around 16 members of the DNHG made their way 

through heavy fog to Al Qurm Mangrove Nature Reserve in Kalba, Sharjah Emirate, for a beach 

cleanup and a unique glimpse of a stunning protected habitat - home to 300-year-old mangroves 

(Avicennia marina) and a myriad of wildlife.  Chris Wilson of Al Hefaiyah Conservation Centre 

and other staff warmly  welcomed us and guided our efforts. 

As we cleared the protected shoreline of washed-up bottle caps, car parts, old toys and other 

debris, we took in the natural mosaic of shells, corals, assorted bones, and mummified or      

skeletal remains of triggerfish, hardhead catfish and puffer fish. 

During the short break at the gazebo, bird watching highlights included a Crested Lark (Galerida 

cristata) and a Great Grey Shrike (Lanius excubitor), with photos shared by Zafer Inan. 

Next, we rambled along the elevated paths and bird hides in the ancient mangroves. Below,  

hermit crabs scuttled in the clear shallows, huge crabs darted past, and ï lo! ï Lamjed spotted 

the elusive kingfisher! 

After leaving the mangroves, we visited the aviaryôs Socotra cormorants and gulls, the          

dedicated Kingfisher aviary, the Turtle rehabilitation pools and the Visitor Centre, further        

immersing ourselves in the regionôs marine and wildlife. 

Many thanks to those who made this enriching event possible: Jackie Strick of DNHG and  

EPAA (Environment and Protected Areas Authority) of Sharjah, Qurm Mangrove Centre and the 

DNHG members. 

Photos by Kateryna Fomenko,   

Lamjed El Kefi, Mary Lanaghan, 

Waôel Almatni and Zafer Inan  

as identified 

Short drive  to the beach 

(Lamjed El Kefi) 

Great Grey Shrike - Lanius excubitor (Zafer Inan) Large mangrove crab (Lamjed El Kefi) 

Clean up Crew  (Lamjed El Kefi) 

Mummified triggerfish  

(Kateryna Fomenko) 

Pufferfish skeleton 

(Mary Lanaghan) 

Crested Lark - Galerida  cristata (Zafer Inan) 

The Grey mangroves (Mary Lanaghan) Hermit crab in borrowed gastropod shell 

(Lamjed El Kefi) 

Kalba Collared Kingfisher -  Todiramphus chloris 

kalbaenisis in the aviary  (Wael Almatni) 

Contribution by Mary Lanaghan  
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Archaeological field trip to Hatta  

 
A short journey from the larger cosmopolitan centre of Dubai, the DNHG embarked on a day 

trip to Hatta on the 25th of February to be immersed in the areaôs rich cultural heritage. While 

not common for our group to go on these expeditions on a weekday, we were very grateful 

that our hosts at Dubai Culture could kindly accommodate us before Ramadan and the   

looming summer heat. From our meeting place at Hatta Heritage Village, Dr Mansour Boraik 

and Hassan Zein led us to Jebel Al Yamh, to view some Hafit period tombs, also known as 

óbeehive tombsô. Over 80 of these tombs have been found here, many of which have been 

restored with mesh netting differentiating the lower, original levels from the upper, restored 

ones. These tombs have much in common with those at the Jebel Hafit type site, and other 

Hafit period tombs such as those dominating the high ridges at Al Ayn (Oman) or at Salut 

(Oman). All these tombs, dating from c.3100 ï 2700 BC share a similar basic structure with 

small variations. A single, above ground chamber is surrounded by two concentric walls of 

roughly shaped or un-worked stones, with a narrow entrance at ground level. The gaps  

between the ring walls are filled with a core of smaller stones. The outer diameter of the 

tombs is generally c.6m after excavation, but the inner diameter of the chambers tends to 

be a consistent 2m. The corbelling of their walls allows nothing but gravitational physics to 

hold the rocky dome in place. An Umm an Nar tomb (c.2700-2000 BC) is also present at 

Jebel Al Yamh, situated slightly below most of the Hafit period ones. 

While the local populace have known about the tombs 

for generations, the recent signs and pathways around 

the tombs allow for any visitor to get a better             

understanding of the historic significance of the unusual rock piles. For visitors like ourselves 

it is convenient that so many of these archaeological sites are easily accessible. However, 

there is always that double-edged sword of increased human encroachment potentially     

degrading or eroding sites. The strategy at Hatta of clearly marking these tombs and adding 

signage increases visitor understanding whilst respecting the integrity of the site. The        

juxtaposition of newly constructed villas against the splattering of ancient hillside tombs      

reminds us all of the continued need for the protection of these historic areas. 

Part two of the morningôs journey comprised a 1.2km walk through a section of Hatta Heritage 

Villageôs restored Dawoodi falaj. The historic irrigation system allowed for the transport of water 

from underground sources to communities further away. The falaj, once a long dark cavern dug 

through sedimentary rock, has been modernised for safety and to enable tourism/ education. 

Our DNHG members donned hardhats and water shoes for a trek through the falajôs narrow, 

restored concrete walls and covered ceiling. Intermittent access shafts run vertically down from 

the surface to the well-lit tunnel, allowing visitors to glimpse the original falaj walls and ceiling 

and the unique characteristics of what the tunnel would have looked like to those who relied on 

its use. There were also dozens of a small species of bat roosting on the original rocky roof of 

the falaj along its taller sections, showing that the falaj still serves an ecological role alongside its 

touristic/ educational function. The morning concluded with a hearty outdoor lunch, enthusiastic 

conversations and renewed appreciation for this regionôs history. 

 

 

Contribution by Anelisa Lambert and Katie Zimmerman 
Photos by Anelisa Lambert and Lamjed El Kefi 

Hatta West Tower 

Suhaila - Late Islamic Settlement 

Umm an Nar  Tomb - Jebel Al Yamh 

Group shot by Umm an Nar Tomb with  

Dr Mansour Boraik and Hassan Zein 

Restored Hafit Period tomb 

The original falaj ceiling and walls 
Access shaft leading from surface 

down into Dawoodi Falaj. The deepest 

part is 15m below ground level 

Briefing by Dr Mansour Boraik and  

Hassan Zein - Dubai Culture experts 

A species of bat nesting up on 

the original ceiling of the falaj 
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The 2025 Inter Emirates Weekend (IEW) Photo Competition  

Every year during the IEW, a photo competition is held and members are encouraged to compete and share their wonderful         

photos covering the following categories : Culture and Heritage, Flora in the Wild, Fauna in the Wild, Landscapes, Architecture 

and Best Picture. A big Thank You to all our members for your amazing contributions! 

 é...And the winners areé... 

 

 Architecture  
ñMosqueò by Angela Manthorpe 

Flora in the Wild  
ñTribulus flowering in the Desertò  

by Mark Beech 

Landscapes  
ñOryx in the Dunesò by  Marios Mantzourogiannis 

Fauna in the Wild and Best Picture Overall  

ñLappet-Faced Vultureò by Marios Mantzourogiannis 

Culture and Heritage  

ñResurrection Berkat al Mouzò by Joseph Yousry 


