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Members’ News

Winfer at fasi. . ..

Memberahip Secretary Fl Skenners
ton jetted off on shart nctice far a
long weekaend at Petra, the "rose
red ¢ty half a3 okl a5 tima™ The
packace waa oo good (o pasI up,
says Fl - ond 86 was Potra,

Covgrabulalione 1o Patar and Janka
Lurning ham on thair 1ew baky gid,
bom in November,  Mother ard
haty are doing line - axcept thel
Janks fell ard beoke her foot a5 a
pralminary. Wa ofer our besd
wishes far & smooth and speedy re-
LEWENy.

Chairman Qary Feulner celebrated
anolter bitthday in Octobar - end
where betler to celebrate tan In
khor Fakkan, weiching a spring tide
ofl in over his belowec starm chan-
Aal pepulalion of Tersbrais palue-
irig, the margrave muc shall, 40 km
‘ram the naerest mengrovea. Lpak
for e results of Gan's avestiga-
tiona in e upcaming Tribulls,

Bobr ¥WWhite, the DMHG's farner
'Chigf Engineer," now reilred and
liwiny in Euguoie, Cregan, thaoghb-
fully wrote to the Cheirmen about
some endangersd lree  snails in
Florida's Evargladas. Baob haa hean
eulivat'ng an unasual hokby - urban
shell collecting.  Says he, "l epant
some time in Eurcae collocting saa
shells this summer. A .ot of stores

use sed shells Inthalr  displays.
Iwould go in ard aak if | coole have
the ane | llked, and they ofen gava
it .z ma, Jp | new hevs shells from
Zurlch, Prague, and Ansbandan”
Bob and Geni ere elso planning &
trip t& Sanibel Island, one of Flor-
ida's fineal sheling spots.

“A free ls worth
L5$% 196,250

Accarding to Hred T Oas of ita
Urivarsdy of lalcuts

“& tree Iving for 50 years will gen-
arate $31,250 warth of cuygen,
grovide SE2.000 worly of polltan
cantral, contol spil erasion and
increase soll ferlliy 1o e tune of
$31,250, racycle $37,500 worth of
weater and prowvlde a hore for anl-
mals worlh 531,250, Thia figure
does not include the value of the
fruits, lwumbes or beauty derved
frorn treas.  Just anclher seasible
reason [0 take care of our forests”.

Fram Update Faresiyr Michigsn
SHligta Univaredy

.Dn _Dncnmhar 10th our spaakar will
e DrLubomir Mrhae (Luban}

Zo0 Page & for datalls

DHNHG  Membership
and Renawal

DOMHG membarship remains =3
Eargalr at Ohs S0 {slngles or cous=
ples).

You rmay join ar ranew 8t mastinps
of gond o chogue to Fl Skenner-
tan, DNHSE Membarehip Secra-
tary, PO Box 29561, enague nado
aut Lo llayds Benk accourt no
174748, (Please note we cannot
cash chagquese mada aul to he
DNHG.) Membership |2 valid from
Seplemibes 2000 1o Aucrst 2001

DMHHG membarship antilles you to
participele in fzld Wipa and helps
pay lor aw lactura hall, publication
and distibulion of ous antnly
nawsleiter. edditians ta cur library,
incidental expenses of speakers
gnc oecasional epecial prajects.
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This manﬁfs G{;n-

trbutors

The Editer would [lka to thank
the fallowing for thelr reports:

Mary Eeardwood
Gary Feulner

Petar Halbyer

Etewa Jamas

Kichael and Jil Ostes
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Field Trips etc ...
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Ovamlight camp in the
Hajar Mountains
7/8 December

Allen and Marllyvn Hartley will lead
an ovar-night camp n the Hajar
maunizing, The emphasis of the
CEMp & to ralex and ency the
marnizaing, There wil bo a cama-
fira anc eter-gezing on tha Thurs-
day evening and an aplonal WWadi
walk an iha Friday. Toe tip de-
parts a1 15400 on the Fh rom the
Hilten Car gark.

The cannp is lirnited to & carloade
of 4 people schildren over 5 years
of =ga walcome). For sign-up con-
tact Allen and Marlyn on Dubai
3527114

Musandam Hike
Friday 15 December

Musardam contgur hike 1o yarious
Shlhuh setderienis. Mick |lesher
will l=ad 8 full cay hike in -ha
Musandan with panoramic Wews
and a gome 1o be revisited. Tha
raute commences at an aliiLde af
gpproz 1000 matres Bnd fo lows g
bedauin trall azcending and de-
snending - 300 metres in the e
af Jebel Qawah leading Lo interesl-
ing Shihuh seltlementa, The hike
ts sultable for expeienced hisdrs
and lhase regulady engagad in ag-
tive sparts,

Brng boats, ricksack, hat amd
light clodFing. A jacket or jersey is
recommeadad. & winimom of 1.5
lilres of quid should be camled
and a packed lurch. & 4WD wehi-
Cle is necessary for ths rip.

Depart Dubal 0o sharp Hikan
Holel car park. The ripis limited o
10 rnembers,

Far furthe: detsllz and slgn up
cantact Mick Hapher an el 04-

2216246 or fax: 04 3243324 or e,
mail: desrat1GEyahoa.com
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Tha Turtle Beach
Ras al Hadd Qman

Thanks b dhe  inwvitasion  fram
Rosemary Hector of tie Oman
I llstaricel Azsotiation to visit the
lule beaches, memrbera of fhe
DNHG sat off Ik Cetobar for by
“Cman. Experience”, The firgt gtop
was In Museal whane we ware an-
terfained by the Zhargivah Ramlat
Bank armd posd, Abdullzh al Harthy
at the beautful home of Siw Ran-
1@paa. Lamb. wrapped in banana
lepves and coocked in the tradl-
fiznal Ehuwea pil, weas oo e menu
and our hosts provided us with
welcere liguid refreshrments.

A large corwoy scl off B neet
day, with an Qmani quide, for the
legdiny driva to Ras al Hedd. The
%10 coasling of the Arabian aa-
insulm is homa ta 8 tafle popula-
tion of global Irpotance whore
fiwa differant species ara known o
lhee. The mos: commony feund
am|g the Grean Turles, which rast
i1 thovaands In Tanan, Ut s est-
ma'ed 1hal betwasn S0-50,000
areen futle egn clutches are lale
cach yaar.  Although tne udles
may orly nest ance avery twe o
thrae years they ueuslly relurn ‘o
the same shore, Tho Gavornment
of Oman is mak'ng every effort ©
presene e nesting sikes for the
turllas, by fancing off tha basches
ard only pemlting entrance witn @
peass.  Swane af aur parky chase to
camp on ke beach while others
Eetayac in a charming barasti wil-
lage & short |ourney away. We
wara ingtnicted to mest at 9,30pm
for our first sigat of the durtles.
Gradua by aur eves became accus-
Itmed to the dark ehore Brd we
gtarted (@ pick out black humps at
the welers adgs. The lurlss
made 8 slow, detemined tudge
up Ik beach 1o the huge pils, that
had already been excavatec by
gengialiuns of lurles, dw starl e
aqq |aying process AL thia slsne
lhey 2ro wery schsitivo to disbar-
bancs end aome quickly retreated
Ime e wader whon Wy senscd
hurnan presence, Onee they had
satlled into a spol and dug chelr
nest they became focused on de-

acslling thelr cggs and we ware
agble b epproach far & cloesr
ook, &% many a3 120 2005 may
be aid in each cluch.

Aftsr an haur wa werd askad 1o
Iz the turlles in peace, but re-
lurred I the bezch ol 330200 lu
e the latecomera frhishing their
laying. Foodprints of foxes sur-
rounded the nesta, qulls whirdsd
opwarhsed and crebs formed a
barier hetween the seach ard
the ooaan. Althoagh collect i of
eqes by peaple is now banned,
many cargars lisin wait lor tha
haky turtie= p= they hatzh Ap-
orgximataly S0 dave after belng
iaid. For ninety million vears tur-
lus hawa swurn Do scas &nd
emerged on beaches to lay their
acgs. Thara ara now only a fow
gites worldwide whers turtles visit
in aLch large numbars end tha
enthe group f2lt privileged to be
thara. Many thanke to the Histori-
cal Azzoclatlon of Oman from LE
=ll.

Fapord by Man Beardwood

Sharjah Archaaslogical
Website

The Sharjah Nepartment af Cul-
ture and Informalion maintans a
websglte wih  Information  about
Sharjah  Arghzaglogy,  including
newes of current finds at:

htfp Afwww. uadeinferac.com,
anoentiard2 him

Lettars to the editor
News? Views?

Flease writz to uz al PO Box 9234,
o fasts mail Shna Srillin ar army of
the commites memhbera liated an
Page 7.
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Colour+inging of qulls

A majw  programme af colour-
fnging of large gulls |s taking place
i ceuntries & e nok ol e UAE.
and the organisars f tie achems
have reques:ed that brcweatchers in
ihe Emirstes wetch qut “or, and re-
poet, any slghlrgs of large gulls with
ringe.

The Vapme Bird Qbsereasory in the
Melhglands hat organisad a oom-
her of jaoint prgecis in Russig, ke
zachstan, Ukralne and TLreay
wharghy -he follpwing spacies of
goll, Armenlan Sull (L anmenicus),
Veflow-leggad Gull [L.cachinnana),
Baraoa Gull (L. {* barabensis),
Heuglin's Cull (Lfygcus  heuglin}
and anothar Foitn frarm Farthar sast.
Liugpug daimyrensis, have been
rinpad with rad and wh.te argraved
plastic rings. Danish researchers
hzva & joint projecd ir Balanos  on
Yellm-lagged Gull (1. {7] cachin-
nansh and FInnish reasarchars have
calacr-incad  erge  numbers  of
Lessar Black-tached Gull (LI
fuscus) koin in Finland and Russie
wilh white rings. Blrds from all of
theza couniries may migrata ta the
Gulf Imwilater,

Ohsonvers 2oclhg any colour-tirged
gull should note the colour of fhe
ring. on which l2g It 1= placsd, and
the saecias (i possibla), As well &=
the time, dale and place af ihe slght-

ing.

Additicnal infarmation ralatirg te the
clreurmstancas of the s ghting (e.g.
was the bird alive or dead; i alive,
was 1t alonc orwith othar gulla af the
same or diferent specles?), would
alsa ba seaful. Thare is a lot of con-
‘uglon about the spocifle o sub-
specific slatus end the orgina of
many of ihe farge qulls sesn n ihe
Sulf in winlear. Details af birds sasn
with golgur ringa ¢ould help o an-
s some of T yosslions.

Ga. ovar the winter months, eyes
open, pleasel

Reports cen ba gent efhor to the
LME Tumichars' Guide. [(Pater Hal-
vy, PQ Box #5555, abu Dhabl or g-
mail: Helyanfemmratos. nsfas), o

dirgef o0 Vooms 8ind Qbssresiory,
Scheposanwsg 268 3233 &L Chasl-
voarne, The Methedands, (e.-mai
MArkas. ks e weg ) Patar
Hedyan, Cr-pditor, Tuatchers' Guids

New Damselfly Breeding
on East Coast

Vigilg  amaluar Graham  Giles
publisned an llustrsted coecklist of
UAL deagonllies and damsclflics
in Tribulue B.1 OWinler 1998). Hia
wark, and hlz predictlons, fzeili-
t=ted the subsaquan! UAE discow-
ery of i addifonal damseflles
krnown 1o be resident in Qman.
one of thasa, Psaudadrior daco-
rum, A &mall eleciris blue species,
wias reesanily found ba he atwndan
at the Wadl 51 dam near Khoe
Fakkan. This site provided tha
firat records of P. decorum fe-
males in the UAE. Thosa ara dull
yallowe in colgr. A numbar of pairs
were ohecraed matlng, bath (hng
in tandam snd parched & "whesl”
formatior.,

In one drarrztic Instance a palr Jy-
ing in tandem aAlighted san a tiny
splg of andensater plant projeot-
ing sbove the lake surface, Tha
female began 1o descend along
tha stem until ska had pullad tha
male slmast enlrely undenwater.
Al thet point ha junchivalroualy™)
released her and flew frce, She,
howawer, cortinued o inch down
the stery, tall flrst, “Yooping™ ke a
laech, until she wag put of sight
same G4 Inches aF mcra belew
Ihg surface, sesking just the "right"
placa b lay her eggs.  Moments
passed] wnlle a orowd of three
malsk circhad awar the sprig. 3k
secands passed, S0 seconds, Q0
seconds, parhaps more, bafoe
she suddendy popped to the sur-
face like a diver in a frea ascart,
only to be snatched up immedi-
ataly Ir fandern ance rmcee.

Tha ladies in guastion apperanty
knciy whial they want,  Anatar fe-
mala, depasiled on sama rather
herizontal branches an v an Inch er
Twey Lolew e surface. Fidgeted
almazt  corstenty  during  maora

th= 5 minutes underiater, imee-
galng warious speils with the tp
af her abdomen. H wean't clear in
e end f she hao laid her ecigs or
not, but sha, too, was alf in tan-
dem &gain within only & aecond of
regaining Lo surlzuee.

Deospile: & name suggostive of pro-
priety, meEtng among P degeium
is & rather an wagendemanly affar.
Cng pair mating in whesl forma-
tior an a bweig was repeatadly rio-
lested by pther mz ez who landed
on Balh e mating male's arched
Abviomen And the fermasa's winga.

Feport by Gans Fauiner

Challenge Met!

The September 2000 Geazelle In-
vited readars tc find en upsids-
daem, loft honded handpring on the
mad-brick walls of tha Summar
Palace complex in Wadi Had, An
prthusiastc team  consisiing ol
krn and Neanne While, Andy and
Wuonrd Kerek and Tom and Bon-
nig Krajeski rese 1o the chelenge
and locaded an apside-down piin
on the emeior wall 0° 8 chamber
within tha main courtyard.  [low-
ewer, a9 this igaue goea to press,
an aware of the gold doubaon has
been delayed for 2 "Flords re-
count,” whlle the toan dovelops a
phota to canfirm that it was 2 lef:
randpeint  theay tounc. Lhanre
aeya nf the aearch, "It waa fun b
have a purpose” whila sxamiing
the site,

Rain, Rain, Here to
Stay?

We have reporls o heavy raln In
kkar Fekken cn Mowvambar 8, from
Peter Hellyer, Darbara Couldrey
repnrts 8 good saeking in Fas Al-
Kraimian and the neachy noun-
tmins on Mawvember § and more
ove the mowniaing {heow con the
wadi Khabk Sh=msi side) on Nao-
vernbor & Camping near the bar-
der post in Wadi Eih or. tha 8ih,
Barbara says her group could hear
wiatar runining in tha war'i.
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Field Trips ...

Faoe & |

Emait  your rapmts_ o

griff@emirates. net ae.

fAral 10 justified) or de-
fiver them on floppy disk at

monthiy meetings.

Death of a Khor

Watlancs are under prezeung warld-
wide and the UAE 5 no excaption.
The inlemeional Year of the Wet.
lands has come and gons, and
mary wetands continue 10 do che
sama. Tha lakst UAE votim is 5
small, peaceful khar Just southwest
A" Jzsial Ad-Harra, alfectionataly
kngowrt o many 83 Watchiower Khor
aecause |t stancs under the gaze of
ihe te ofd atons welchtowers atop
e dune ridge overleaking  Jezist
Al-Hamra itesll. The khor is (was)
wrily about a kilometre in dismetar,
round and shallow, and It virualy
emptied with the tida. At its edpes
wizre 31 east hwa shell middens dat-
Ing Lack, il I8 likeiy, to i1a sadiusd
record3 of Fuman hebilatlon In this
area. The dealh of Ly khor wes
presaged by the corstrustion of a
Fare resart hotel on a paninsula of
gand t¢ 1he acuthwaat, On the other
zide of the fegort, 3 nalural inlst hes
already been dredged, sobllized
and sanilized for uEA S8 B (egQres-
ticnal harbor and for wator sporls.
Mow, tha khar ilzelf iz ringed and
hal” burled beneath a parimater and
grithwenrk of difly grey landil. A oolf
SOUrgE 18 Knowan o b plannad. 15
that whe: will became of ihe khory

Goat Gravevard

The April 2000 Sazella reparted 1en-
talively shout the clect of 1e eon-
tinuing dronght on the feral goat
popdiatich In tha modnlainsg.  Mics
Hepher's hlarch field tip to Wadl
Madab counted moie an 40 doead
goat carcassae in the wedi, en ~guta
fo the terraced setfement that was
iheir paal thet dey. A praminent fas-
ture o’ each corcass, howower, was
& slomach full of dried plant fibra,
showing ihal 1he culprit was raot
guantily but nutritional quality, or wa-

ter.

Gn & retum wisit in earty Navember
with seversl NHG members, Nick
pushad a8 faw kilomalres further up
the wadl, where a rocky gorge nar-
med'ly helds @ chain of pocls stredch-
ing for almpat a Kilometre. some of
them desper than wo restrss, | lad
the pagla drigd up camplaeiely? Or
were the qoats a0 tervitarial in their
Eaheviour or go Iggal ir heir knowl-
wdoa thal ey had red made usa af
them. The ansvwer was ned long in
BEaming-

The porge Inokad like a garts wer-
sl of “Apocalvpess Now”  wih
carpses, kuls and munded bells of
fibraua stamach conlents  every-
whem. & skull coont canfirmed
mire than 200 Inchlduals,  Some
carcasses hed been coswad by cer-
niviwes, probakly foxes and cara-
cals. whass drioppinge were Bleo
found In the aroa, Carcasses wara
mare concenirated in geveral =reas
where the last L odrdysaLar Riad can-
tinued to seep fram the rocka. The
frlekle was rmow sufficonl only ta
slake e thirst of wasps "hat could
drink from tiny darmp cracks, bul hls
hzxd rnixed with Iha geat ramains
prd] stained large areas the solour of
dried blocod, meking the whale loohk
eyeT mere grisly,

Poter Cunningham polnted out that
lack of waler was nol neceasarily
Ine Sola factor In tha goats’ danlsa.
Mutrilionz| defickencies and poison-
Ing ray alse have playad 8 mle
Ruminents like goats, he explalined,
cainot procssys  poor guoalily  ood
very effectively, because of their
Iy digestive tima. In fimas of
drourght, ther omal plant foods
may ke daficiant in prelsin. To cam-
pensate, the goats try 1o cat more,
hurt ere limited besause their stom-
achs are already full  Addibanally,
goate may lum g plants tnal they do
nol normally eal, samea of which
could he toxic.  Maorenver, plRnts
ienc to be more conceatrated In tox-
ir in dirma of drooght.

While #t seemed a terrble thing 1o
zee, he decimation af the faral goat
papulation iz not necassarily 8 bad
thing from the point of view of the

swrolsy of the Ruus 2lJlkal ares,
where domestic gnd  faral gost
populations have besn a slgrflcand
fagtor in abeping tha curanl Jorg,
w i tha rosult that the rost cem
mon epeciss B8re Bilher apiny or un-
palatable, Feral goats may Fave o
cartain edvan’ege ovar wid epecias
in that they are wiling to core Abn
elaser cont2el Wwilh man 1o obain
water, when necessany,

Gaaklovets neednt fear for exding-
tion, hoawewar. The Iatast parly saw
al east a dozen gozats feeding on
the mountgin glopes an roube, and
lhe: ralns - at least some vain - fell 7
the area juet daya lalar. Alza. do-
mestleatsd and zomlbdomasteated
herds are mainizined {primsarily we-
toreds In e mountaing froem 5 ‘e
satlemen:s Ard fecilites such as
the radar statlcn aioa J. Ylbir by the
LA, pwarlgoking RAK airport. Pre-
sumably these anlrals pravide an
ongaaionel protein supplement far
tha porsanncl staticned thera.

Roparf v Sary Foudnee

Petral braeding ground
discovered on Socotra

Soms exciling emithalegica news is
the discovary of ihe nesling grunds
af Ihe Jougiin's Perel {Bubveria fal-
Irx} an Soecatra Island, jusl cfl the
Hom of AfTlca.

This enigratic Indan Ocean wan-
darar i ggrmman within ils restrictac
ratide, however ts nesting grounds
Fave remained unknown wnkil now.
feceeding to Omar Al Saghler, whe
wiarkz For the BirdLifa Inteme:icnal,
Yarnarn Conservation  Pragrame
the Jouanin’s Peirel has heen found
cn ~he high clifs af Socotre [sland.
“Taey sent & treditional Sacoiran
meauntrinaer cyar the ol fs and he
brought back a chlek of Jouanin'a
Patrel. The bird wes pholograplhad
and refumed to ihe nest” gays
Crmar.

Edied fegery a8 antlele 11 Focus, the
ENHG Newsisffer Mo 2000

. ff

.
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Dubai Natural
History Group
Recorders

[aptiler  Dr Mema Khan
res 343153
oll 544 462
T (olTy A4 44T
Ardiacclugy - Buliet Lovelece
soe 542 0492
'||1'\.rv.-.|.l-:u‘|:':_.-';.tmin‘rra.nm.an
Mike E;]j_'l Tl les
reg $45 4006
ARSI ted, et ac
Sandy Poowder
sws 3 2223
fazz 31 2243
Astrcacnzy  Lamjed 1-Keh
rod -3535 003
nff (47 B3
Gealagy - Gury Fenlnac
ree 506 3170
[an 330 3730
Yilarie CFalnuers
ren 3149 016,
Juw 395 3727
[uzects - Gany Feulner
{':m- ELLY
Muzuewls Merifcke ]'-:mHH-:mi
reg 345 T3
Fae b5 WG4
tonjong bl mirates net.as
avine L - Lawjed E1-Keli
[zme nbowe}
¥alerie Chalmears

ek aluve]

Birdds -

Searhells

I'mesics -

Tlants -

e recocders a1e mon oweccesaily
!c'ienfti' axpRrts in ther .."lc\-"i’n'mf::"l
Tinbla.
Cail, I,|_'||:-,:. are ozl ao hoewl-
r.ﬂgrnh'lr. AMmabeTE - 'p'lcnsc ronract
1lrn i.|'_-|l-::-l.| Tive Any ir|1rn.-.'=1'ing re-

Lo Lacl, mocel are ok, H-.'lw

pearla ar g,

laz imteation 9 chat infarmalsn
will ke chapaelled dwongh t2 die
Crzelle odilor, au new indormation

“an .L'": !I.u-' L"-i "n'J'J.L IJ.I [EIN ] JL'd'J.L']'d.

—BIRD—
—REFORT—
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Please fax awr Birl Kecnaers,
Mickasl arnd S Cefas with maw
sites and sightings

Field Trp fo Al Wathba

: Camel Track

! Some of ihe Dusal condingent left at
' 530 wrm on Friday E7th Cclobar to

meel the iia Feader Simor Asplnall at
dzwwn. From Abu Dhabi came kean
hirdwstchers, Peter Hellver, Al-dul~
hekim, Andraw Bnd o'hara. Tha Al
Wathba Camel Track |5 now thi pro-
ried bird watching sita in LME. Tha
large area of well watered grassland
gliracting a lanys varety of migrant
=nd resicent hirds. Those early risers

| were net dizappainted, alaugh theay

did nat see any of ihe ranties ob-
SEWEC 1 provious waeks, sacl s Py
lesser spodted eagle, vellow bressted
I.'u..u'lting. and shorl earsed awl, most o

Il the mambers adeed ticks to their UAE

lists. Thoy saw a gaed veriely of birda,
fnoluding an excellent number of ea-
glees ard ather birds of prey. Thers &
@ Wt mgee (o bird watching than ticks
i a lisk, bul it waas nterasting o haer
the At Dhabi menbers had 296 anc
290 blrds ah thair UAE lisks, com-
pared with Dubai members who had
abul 250 spoiiss.

A wilk around the grass in the centra
af the camel track for sevesal hodrs
required plenty of atamina and water
to keep gaing. IbWwas cosy to soee why
3 keen birder and naturalizt ie fit ard
gim  weaisled., walking thicugh e
bwshas trying to flush birda in tem-
peratures like this — it was arsurd
28C al i day. They wera farlunata
0 see around 40 different varletdes of
trirds, and owr thanks gg lo 3Fncn
Azalnall and his leam of keen bid-
watchars for amewering questions and
assisling in Wentification. & sila well

N worth a8 visit.

Tha full liet of hirda s5een was 25 fol-
OWE -

vellow wanail [fiavia), walte wagiad,

cilrino weanlail, isatelling whealca,
swallow, crested lark, collared dows,
palm chrve, skylark, short 1o2d lark,
koairal, deasrt wheatea-, black
crowred Anchlark, whiskered tem,
mantegue harrier, tewny aigit,
steppe  groy  shnke, il black
winged atil, grey heron, chestnut
belled sand grouse, hoopoo, palld
harrier, greenzhenk, black  tailed
godwit, shart toed  e3Qle, blue
chegkad Ded @eder, curew, sand
rmattln, wooked eagk. ondan bun-
ting, bluathroat, red throaled pigil
quall, bérmaculated lark, lzabeline
shrka, merehherrisr, housa spar-
row, grey fraacain, tree plpls,

Fenor by Ji ard Michoal Oatas

Coclkroaches

Cockrpgches ane foune evensshere
i tha UAE and many af pwau would
I ke them to ke a Il ess gornmaon.
Hawavar hay raally are fascinating
anlmals.  Cockroaches are though:
b hawe ariginalad gbool 280 rmillioe
years age and they were prebshly
the wolds' firsl flying animals, al-
tiough net &l species found today
can fly.

They ive sll aover tha UAE, ardd al
ovesthe world, but mast of the 50KIG
species live in tha treples. They are
ngtumsal, have giv vety long lega
and at lwast sighlgen knesas on sach
leg. They Fave Claves on the bottom
of {heir feat, which balps them o
clinb walls and, as mest of wou can
testify, thay ara wary faet nanners.

Urlika memmals, who usa lunoe ko
breath, wcockroaches beeathe
through heas in the side of their
badies, Thelr brains are 2lso difer-
ent fram memmazlg, inslead of baing
storcd In e head ey stretch
riross the underaide of Iheir bodies.
Trlz moans wat IF you et off 8
cockroache's head i could sundve
for & wask. bufoig geelually dying
of thi-st!

Ecfited from &n arfizia by Steve
JARCE i Focus Nov 2003




Mouse-Tailed Bats

Fending rmattars: On &8 datour from
last aprimg’s fleld trp trek to a terraced
getiamant above Wedi Nagab in the
Ru'us Al-dlibal, lod by Mick Hopher,
Gary Faulngr ang Halen Emery de-
loured 10 explive 3 convanienl cave,
H praved ip be home bo what seemed
1o ba at lsas” a coupls of doren batls
af two kinda, large (probably the
Egyptian frurt bat) and srall.

an a elan wisit 0 sarly Novarnber,
Mick, Gary, Barbara Couldrey and Se-
ter Gunninghan braved the %% hu-
midily ared ‘e dasl of the lnner
chamber to inspact moee thorougly.
This trre, thaugh, they feund anby &
bate, idantified by Patar 3a inesct-
eating Mouse-Tziled Bats
{Rhinopaoma sp.). recagnizeble by
thigir thin, sting-like tails. Three spe-
cids hawve bedan raparlad frorm Araaia.

Foeler splagined ihal whersz: many
other small bals are at home in
cracks and fiszures, Mouse-Tailed
Bets prefer relatively largs caves ae-
cause thair elbow joinla are less
hgnly spedalized and Ihoy cannoe
manaeuvre with quile the earne agility
ag most oiher species  He also
ooifiled ot thal Mousa-Tailed Bats
are parfizularly  heat twleraat bats,
which rright have rememed in reei-
dence aver the summer wh'e olher
bels migraied te ooalar ereas.

Rapod by Gary Fewlner
Seashells for Scientific
Study

One good turn desarvas  anathar.
Tha Britigh Muserm [MNatural His:oryl
has assigled e DMHS arsd il narn-
Lere in many wave over fhe years,
and wa have alss done cur part ta re-
cigrocate. The Seplember 2040 Ga-
ze:lle rnentioned an urgent request for
specimens of & rare snall needed 1o
raplenish a Isboretory breeding popu-
lation used for medical research.

Pure research wans the mothe hehind
angtner recent request, thls ona far
spacimens of the lower intertigdal fur-
ban shel Oslinus kotzchyl [# 47 In

special report ...

Fapcf |

Sasehells of Eaebarn Arshim}. It
seems that O, kotschyl, which Is
coeniman in the Arab an Gulf but lim-
ited B the circum-Arabisn ares, is
tha anly Inda-Faclfic reprasantatlve
af the genug Qsilinus, which ig well
reprasanlad in be Wacibamanesan
and the Easl Atlantle, It 13 hypoche-
sizad thal this ganus pre-dates the
chasing of t1e Mesozale Telrwa Sea,
g saaway which onos saparated the
narthemn and southem continents,
and that O kotschyi was cut off from
its &t antic cousins when Afro-Arabia
colided wilk Eurasis.  Anatomical
and OWA =tudy will examine this Fry-
pathasis.

Armed with preservelives gener-
ougly supplicd by Sussholl Roecoder
Dr Sandy Fowler, Gery Feylner did
e legeod,, colecling specimans
amidat 8 herd of mangrave-grazing
camels at Khar Hulalah and a flock
af f amingae at Khar Al-Hamra.

Bombay HNS

A surprlse visilor al e DNHS'S
Jung meseting was Cr Sargawalhy
Unnilhan, Sanlee Sciantlst and cura-
tor in gharge oF omithalogy at dhe
Bombay Matural History Soclely. Or
UnnilbAn wes pRasing through Du-
bal after resiowing omiEhologlcal cel-
lectiars at The Nalural Histary kia-

=duUIn in Lardon.

The Bonbay Matural Histary Sociely
was fourded In 16853 for the purpose
of axchenging nolee and obasrva-
lons on natura histery and oxbkibat -
ing intaraseling specimena of animsl
life, Today it s tho langost ron- gow-
emmantal organisation n the gub-
caniineni, engaged In tha congcra-
tion of nature and natural resaurces,
educatlon ard rescarch In natura
higtgry, with memkers in gue: 20
counlries. The Sccidly's guiding
prirciple hes always been that con-
Sefvatan must ba based on sgisn-
tific resemrch - a wediticn exempli-
ficd by il late Presiden:, Dr Selim
Ali.

Memberetip i3 awvailable to indieid J-
Al= resident outside Indla for GRP- 2
af USH A0 par veer.  Mamaership
includes a subserlpiion to he socl-

sly'es popular quarerly magazing.
Hombilt, Subgeriplion 1o the Four-
manthly Jeumal af he BMAS. a re-
snected srigntific puhlication nowe in
Itz 114t year of continacus paica-
fion, i9 available at an additional fes
af GEPIS or USEID.  Corpoale
membeiships are alse  availabla.
Membarship aoplications and ivfar-
miation are available from Gery Feal-
ner or Anna Grifin.

Tna Bombay NHS also offers a
rumber of publications an subjects
such gs the birds. marmcals, rap-
tiles, seasbellz, bulterflies, tress and
wildflowess of India. Acdificnzl nlioe-
matlon |z avallable from Gary Feul-
nar ar Anng Grffin,

Chur Mt
Speaker

Cr Luban, medical dectar and spe-
zZigligt in Muglear Medicine al L bai
Hsaital, is an expet of the Intema- |
fignal Alomic Enargy Agency in Wi
enna and the secord best publish-
ng dogtor in Dubai {according to
Mecscape/nterned),  halls  from
Czach Republic. He came tx Dubsi
in 1688  follewlng other assign-
ments gverseps in 5: Bartholo-
maw's Hogpltal, Landan, University
Hosoital, Frankfut and  Goatsy
Carus Bcadarmy, Drasdan.

DOMHGG member since 1990 Luban
nuickly estebliskad a raputation as
a keen Friday ripper and phodedre-
phar  [mainly  Macropbatogaphy).
Il hag led reks anc climbs Inbe the
mouniaing engd hea won nimarous
prices in cur phatog raphy quizzes,

Unforrately, Luban and kls wife
lgsawe Bubai in Janpary 2001, They
will ba greally missed, howawce we
are delighted to hawe thiz opprto-
nily ta sea Luban's wondadul pha-
tography and near hlis amuging
lales of how b ook, e, znd wlizl
he learnsd about hese minute
crealures that avade most peoples
lsnase.
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Travallar's Advisory:
N Emirates Roadworks

“Be Repdy for Feoad Surplsos”
says the sign el the Khatt R/A an
the raad from Ras Al-Khalmah o
Manama. near RaK gipodt,  And
surgriseg  there cerlainy  anu!
Many of the majer roeds linkimg
the Morthem Emlrates are pres-
onthy baing renoveted ar upgreded.
The RAK-Manoma road s belng
improved north of kKhatt and wll
beecome four lanes, al least on
predes.  For the moment, howy-
2wer, mary scctlons  are unidar
conainuction and raffic cetours ane
the Tule.

Alga under conslruclion ae st
af the bridges con the Maaafi-
Fujeirgh roed, wih cross-over de-
sours. Thest can beocome mejor
impadiments in the Masafi-bound
direction due te the slow spead et

which hesvy-laden rucks azcend
the steep credes ard namesw de-
tour lames, especlally on Friday
gitarnoons whan weekend traffic
reliang frorn the East Coast. O
the Eset Cogel ilself, traffic is de-
taurad  Tor foad  consiuction
around the vilage o Qurayyah,
Just natth at Fujeirah.  Finalfy. ra-
furhisbmeni of the Sharjah-Dhaid
Flgnway hag advanead o a Sac-
ond phase, but rore work remaing
gnd trallic delzyws should by oax-
pacted dus {o croasover detours,

Bzached Whale rescued
in India

A haapy'sad siory of 2 40 T whee
beached in tha muddy swamps of
the South Tamll Madu coast Tha
larmale, who weighed shou: 10 tan-
nes, becare stuck i wast nlgh wa-
lar and hd-ana was willing o taka
Ihe risk of winching her to =afety.

Foilunzgtely a light rzin was [Elirg
gnc the whale’s meuth was in ta
water, 5o the firsst job was 1o Fesd
her 250ke of fish. Coast Guarda,
Incal fishormen and slbers man-
aged Lo rescue her, after a 5 day
oparalion, u&ing ar inganitus
methad.

Some lignt dredgers were  de-
plowad to make a path fow the
whale and then high pressure wa-
ler jabs Blaw b rooc awey from
her so that she could be secured
wilth ropes. She was fread on the
gecoqd allempt ard ke flap of her
teil was saen diaappearng inlo
ceop water. 1t was thought that
thea famale wae reluciant tg lagee
the spot Bacause har companlan,
whio had been besched with her,
nad died. Ho was Durled By local
fisherman.

CEelileatt frarre 20 drifcl i Gulf Messs
Thursday 1647400
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Dabai Natural History Group Programme

Lestures at Jurmsirah English Speaking School, Gymnesium 7.30 pm for 3.0 pm

D 10 Lubamir Mrhz; - Scomions and dher Friendly Crealures

Jan 14 Flarss sea next Garelle for our first speaker of 2001 and coafirmaton of this dats
Fleld Tripa (DMHG rembears ohly, plagsss).
Cac 72 Cwernight campling In the Halar Mountains, camp fire and star gazing

with Allan and Marilyn Hartley.

Deoc 1& Musandam Contour Hike to verioua Shinuh Setlernants
with Mick Hepher

Jan12 Beqinners” GQuide to the Fish Soug to start the year 2001
with Mary Beardwrsod JFurther dedails in Dec issua)

Mrs Valerie CHALMERS
PO Box 12070

Daubai
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