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Members’ News

W re gomy to have Lo anaounee *hat
Lex Miekan =nd Glenbge A tkoen wil
be leaving ue ‘n June o return o
fuctralia. Thay have been aclive
and cupportive mermbers gince their
srival almoet twa yeare acqg, and
Ly 2wy vasn kind enough ta ler ue
kneie 1hat the JONHG weas one of the
things they anjoyed moet abaat
ke, The good news is that Lesx
expacts to remain a buslwess visitor
framm time te time. Wa hope he'll
artange hiz [rias o mcluga tha first
Zunday oF the ~anth.

It has heen a banner Spring for WAE
wildlife of all sors, and cepecially for
e carrenor but sti<ing orbavab epi-
der (Argicne =p). whiek can be
found wherevs- a thas, sank. rock ar
feace allows it to snchor a web.
Staphan and Fawla Holloway re-
port Lhat Argiops webe were =0 thick
lask monih in tha wadi near Jabsl
Sumzyni thay hae chogen for a hike.
“hat they tormed arourd and oeoso
another

The gold douslean has gone beg-
ying this month. No DNHG members
have so far reparted chec<ing their
fiower badz and finding tne newly
recognized  pigmy bus  bulbarfly
(@rennitinn 300 reportsd in last
month's Gazelle. lowsaver, Chair-
man Gary Feulner [declared ineligi-
bz for the doublocn] has gince foud

Il in 1zasonable abandence o aeds
afl Bascwiurn werucosan, @ knaven
fawvarta, 2t the Dubai Warld Trade
Contre end asa in tta cexel hya-
kardry anca inland of the Madd Al-
Shika race track where it appearad
to fead 35 well on lewering Aaiims-
ma tengecides ond  CASHaudILT
miirala.

Carclyn Lehmann, dacicated ta the
end. intarrupted her packing and
other deparure logistics te note an
unusual olocm of little blJe buttefics
in ha- garden, and (o collect o ples
far further identification withia this
niotorouely diffoult grovp, Checkea-
tian= such as th's may dlso give us &
betier understanding of the inseot's
nsoits, movements and popllaton
aynamics.

Thanks for your help

The aditor wiuld like e shani tha
fallcwir 3 merbers, without whose
edtareal contitulions this issues of
13eF0 0wl d have besn 'nowt bt
armply pages"

Gery Feulrer  Baryl Camar
Sandy Fowler  Ther Bailey
Riod Fraw

Wby net serd inyour Swn cartribu-
fione? e-mail seilc@enirates. nat.as
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DUBAI NATURAL HISTORY GROUP
PO Box 8234, Dubai, United Araly Emirates

Our Next
Speakers

Cur June Meeting iz Mambers
MichY, and rur fnur speakess il be
friends mAnd neighbors, many o
wharm rmay need no ftmducticn;

Colln Fasking is a kean malanaln
glat, and wa aagarty look forward to
his talk on the Cooes family of gas-
ropodz.

Tony Johnsten |15 a busy civi prgi-
neer aul when o has 3 weskend
free he and hls wita Linda usually
head for the great oudoars They
hawve ravelcd widah withiz the L1AF
and Cman.

Stephen Green is a racent amival 1o
Dubai but livad for many years 0
Bahrain and is e aythor o
Seachalls of Bahrain In her shar
time in MNukai, be and his family have
tned up meee than ther saare a*
garden snalls, &snakes, and cen-
tpodos. as well as the UAE's first
reporked mollies and a new freshyea-
ter snafl.

Diana Darke 75 an Arakiz: and au-
thor Wiz hag boan in Dubai For e
pest threc Yaars., Ameong cther
things, she 1z tha autor of the re
cendy publichad Ciscovery Cuice to
the LWAE.
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Field Trips

Ras Al-Hadd, Oman
Proposed, June ?:

Judith  Staffard  haz  inguired
wthether ol members might be
inleieslar in & long June waekenc
tip tz Ras Al-Hadd in Tan, the
eastemmost paint on the Arablan
Peninsulg, famous as a sea turta
breeding sitg. T1e weather In Juna
is hot, of course. but Ras-al-Hadd
iz 2ald o be swapt by a steacy
troplcal bresze. Judilh has visied
before and can anawer queshons.
Zha woulkd be wiling {o make hasic
arrangaments to include A guided
nlghtima «isit to the protectad
breading area. There mre Alsg
ancheckagieal sites and conaider-
ab+ athar wildlife ir the arer Far
marg Infarmation. call Godith /t
A14216 {afc) o ATE020 [res)

Mote: In conslderatian af the Sur-
wer heat and the school vacatinn
perod, the DMHG fiald trip sched-
ule will rezume agaln In late
Saaternber, probanly with a birding
trip o sample the Fall migratior.
Hoavesrgr, weatch vour newslottar,
as members may yat wish o In -
ate suitshle Summer trips sech 2z
MUSEUT Yisits, mormng beach-
comaing or fossiling, ete.

Natural History trip to
Baluchistan

Gary Feulner is investigating the
pogsibilty of a natural history on-
ented 2ep and hiklng safa-i to
Baluchiztan, uslry a Pakistan ad-
venturs frawel tour cperator with
wharn e has persanal expenence.

Batuchizian is & dificu't destinaban
far 8 nurber of reasons, bul itis of
particular ratnal hislory inberest
sinoe rl sharas floral and slimatic
alfinilius wilh eastarn Arasia.

Mormal dates for this ihnerary ara
rotoher and Movamber, aut It is
possible -hat alternativa zpring
datea woukl be prefarable from a

coming up...

Tavel |

natural histeny point of view. Thia
will be investigated. The cost would
be appreximataly 3700 plos round
tran airfare o Pakistan, faran § g0 9
day tip, including trewvel tire
ONHG members who are paiticu-
larly irtarested in duck an oppohl-
niy {in the abstract at this point
arg requested to cenfct Gary
Feulner.

Our last
speaker ...

Feter Rpihfels' talk an s1one aricw-
Faads anc tosls in Fact incladed =
great deal mome == brares imple-
mens ateny and decorativa lin-
kets -- ar exemplified the ONHG =
geal of sharirg and spreading buth
knoavledge and enthusiasim.

His photes of the feasures Lhal
can be faund in the shifting sards
wars erticing snd made it all leok
edsy. Tha will surely hawe mary
members sperding mpeg timme in
the fied, but please keep in mind
hig njunctions to reoor sianificarnt
finds and sites, and don't collect
rmatarial simply o keep it in a
dreasst diawer.

Donkey Tales

Michel de Marigny reports a first,
aut & very 35d ana Two faral don-
£2Ys Wwara apparently shat by the
roadsids eary last month along the
fraded irack to Mahdhah, leaving
adolascent offepring. For dhe mo-
meant this should probably be re-
garded as an isolated neideni,
mest likay perpotrated by sare
misgUidoe iown dwallers. Amang
jural retidents, the sheading of &
donkey is thought to ke essential by
unkeard qf, &nd more ltkeky 1 con-
ternpt ridicule than acclaim. Addi-
tiga2l readzr input is salcited an
tig poial.

Some: local conservationizt regard
feral donkeys 35 & significant prab-

lem in the WAL, Bt tetal -urbers
are unknown. Although  dankeys
can sametimes be found deep in the
moumtalnz, numbers thers are small
ard thay appear to b2 goncentraten
Inz2ead in gravel plsins areaz iela-
tivaly near to habitation o colliva-
fion, wihere they are generally taler-
ated By the huma- population. This
mey give a disloned impressan of
their 2bundarn cu.

Allloush donkeys do not appear
aver io have besn native o South
Arabia, feral denkeys are rat mera.y
a product of the swomctva ara but
wiara reparted by W lfred Treslgar in
the late 194da. kareovar, eir
closz relatives have unmll recenc
times irhabited the stony decerts of
Syriz grd the Sudan, 2o thay arein
3 eensg samewt-at pie-adaptad” o
life ir ihe LIAE.

Frem fime fo time propasals have
been moated to cull te local den-
kay popubaticn, doth for the sake of
e envirenment generally and ta
pruvant tha development or spread
cl possible equine disegzes. Theszs
propusals. howeever s2em so far to
be Laswd rmore o7 oan ebsence of
evldence and on the donkey's sta-
s a5 an ‘alien’ Jglbeit g0 inpnocent
one] wilhoul a local constiteenoy,
rather han wn positive evidence of
Rarm. 1L iz dificult to imag ne thet
grazing by denkays can be a3 great
a problem as arazing by the far
Imeia aburkdan: came s anc Qoars,

Il would Be an interesting exerclza
to attempt an eslimste oF donkay
numbers and their etvironmmaatal
impact. It would b2 an azially inter-
esting exe-clse to atarngpt tz study
whether and o what ecent thase
anirmate are cagahle of recreating
their traditicnal sarial structure n
the wild in the LIAE

Repart fiy Gory Faulnoe
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field clips...

& New Wadi Snail

Crnly b bypes of fresfuvatlsn snails
hawva g0 far been recognizad o
oceui i the wadis of e UAE. Both
of thean are 1elalivaly widespraad,
et arly in the LAE but alsa in
Arabia. Onfy  three  additional
Epecizs are knawn from nearby
MNorFern Cman and thug ready
cardidares for occumrence in tha
UAE. Sc it was with same surprsa
that Stepken Green. o Rls Arst
wadl outlhg slnce ariving fram
Bahrain, decovared naar Hatta a
frashwatar snall difarant frem any
prEviously raported Frem this anea.

The new snall has the farm of a
"ramshom” snall, e, its shel s =
flat col resamblirg a eail of rape.
Plowevar, I contragl k& most Euma-
pean ramshorns, the aparhere s
cblleue o the diractlon ef coilng,
nat perpendicdlar, armd so the shel
is not carrled erect, bat Tare hack
zontally. Speclmenz have bean
3=nt to the Britlzh MLsaum o
defiritfve idantification.

The new snail was relatively conm-
mon in the wadi thst was iméesti-
gabad. On= factor that may explain
why it hae oean owarlaoked for 50
barry is ibs emall size — the larges:
wiard anly abaut 3mm. Ancthers fac-
ke is urdouatedly its hahitst — it
was found only an the underside of
lwrgar st-eam cabbles in isolated
still, shallow paols within the ooy
wadi.  Repo by Sene Fooner

And 2 New Wadi Fish

Afield tzam from the new Breeding
Cente for Endangered Arabian
Wildlife has collacts:] specrmans of
an unusual fish ror 2 wadi near
Hatla, whara it was first absared
last Fall by Gery Feulner and Bar-
bara Couldrey The fish has been
idertifizd as a member of the qobny
fam by, Bt 1t i3 unknewn b akpsari-
enced naturallste in the UAE and
Jmary and daas ned seem to Fave
bean reacrtad in e limited litr-A-
e an freshwater fish of Arshia
Thiz Is a significant discovery,

sinCE wly three species of fich anas
cirerwise smown to ocour naturally In
the wadi= of the Hajar Mouniang.

Mnat gobses are manna heh and -he
farnily is represanted werldwide.
Withi~ Arabia, ather gobles heve oo-
casionally bean reported From Tresh-
wiatar efvimnments in cozstal re-
quors, but the Hatta goby 2 found
rmere than 30 &k oinland and is dis-
fributed aver several kilomaters of a
mejar mouritgia wadi subject to ee-
fremes of both flood ng and draught.
Raport by Gary Foular

Viper Eats Toad

I had g leap cwer & carpat wipes last
menth in ariler tocompleta & late
atRrnoon e e 8 sormmwhat
OVEM LN WaD | N2Ar | awlyan in Fu-
jgirah Safely past, | stopped for a
belter aok and saw that the shaka
wias ctherwise ocoypied, with a lura
in #s thrmat and two fosd (202 sliek-
ing out of its meuth 1 had read many
WAAMS aga that B =nake, onoe |t pe-
gins &2l awing its prey. rannal re-
qurgltars &0 1 clesed in far & photo-
graph -- 12king one far the DWNHG
photo re‘erence collection es waell.

Althougk most toads are avaided Ty
most predators, whe find them un-
palaiable, my ownm obeereation is
only the latesi of ssvaral similar re-
ports over the yaars, ard o the best
of my knowledge na ona has seen a
wiper in the Malar Mountains erfing
anything alza. In view of the relative
abuncanca of foads, tha relasive
scarcily 4° ef-er potential prey, and
tha fad that wipes are mast ofen
ancounberad in wadi heds near =mall
poeis, if is reascnghle o specUlats
trat wardi topds may actually tom a
Jignificant pan of tha diel et our local
vipers Rapart by =Ry
Farlitar

Rare Moments - A
Birder's Report
A undistinguished start to tha mi

gration season made me fecl that
millians of migrants had ra-radtad

| s

without anyone ielingene A resplan-
dent male rackth-ugh showing off al
Al-Mamzar provided me with sama
solace as did 3 sky full of Eurapeaan
bee-eatzr making their highly distine-
tive quip=quip’ liguid call at Saffa
Par«. | migsed tha nlghtnga'as but
caugit up with chlfbehaT | male and
femala radstart and = |esser-great
gray sheike cat et Jebel Al Just
whears ware tha woodzhat shrike?

Wy fortunes were destined t irm-
prove, 8% an @ visic to Khor Dubai at
aroun: (15 an May 1, | becams
intrigued By an unususl bire sanding
pashare. [twas 2 lage, angdagged,
leng-necked kird with a raddish
brown face, o lang bight vallow hill,
awhre back. o black @il and reddish
lecs, Seme kind of abtark, but not =
white #ark, o bird | had become
fairly familiar with afer bBiming in
Leskag, Fuher scanting of the area
producsd two mare kdontleal birds. 1
returned after @ gouple of hours haw-
ing coneuMed vargus birdbacks =l
nona-the-wiser and felt that hoese
urusual Eirds cou d ce wead ikle.

| left a rraassage “or Colin Richardzon
and he contactsd ma after s viat o
he Creak nast day, sgually intiguerd
by tvese sightings which he identi-
fied a8 vl bw-billad stork. He added
2 rriare birdls ta make a total af 5.

Later on that sa1a day, | pulled off
the road leading fram the Creek
roundabou te the Sheikh Zayed
rcad. AN area of senub land koked
like a potantizdy intaresting habitat
and within a faw minutes | saw mu
maraus commen birds: grey heron,
great-grey cshrike, Indign silverbills
etc. Then, guite by chance, | dis-
turbed a breeding crogted lark, tha
nest with thres 0335 typisally hidden
in & tsseck. | caciced to take 5
photograph and 1o my grest surpr se,
an eeg cracked open at the wery
zare tre - arpie moment ndeed,

KMaanwile its Eack to a fairly pades-
trigr track record, tha usual but sl
intaresting commaonplace sirds bath
resiclent and mig-ant; whitecheeked
kUlbul festing in the baugainvi leea
at wote, olivaceous warkler and
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field trip reporis...

Pupe 4

Grand Canyon of
Wadi Sharm
Friday. April 24

vhe says A fizle tip has o s dul?
Tris tip was Gilled 3s ar e3sy wnoi
walk d22p in tie Haar Kzortans,
a7d towas easy Lp o oa pa bl
Lal point weas abkoll TEC rresers
fro=qthed cars, whss it pecar-a Slear
han the wadi was soflicientiy Mwst’
PRt it would be imanes kIRt
prrnnsad withant geiicrg oo farl we
ARmanning slowty, wa ok note o7
MGy [ind ReniFEns - - 6 wWiac i,
VAR dragailios FLN
Zha-aztenstic [Mants, L2 ouE
nzds and “sdacks 2nd a =oc garl
el Cwhech mecaomoles & very
[ [ =t T P S T =TT

Liecuts v pasecd sbodl 2 dosen
sirall, macan slone dams, Lsed
by medmElr resdonts oockanmel
TEHN 10 Wals, DSCIrs  rmve
‘eInarked  tiab o tha mcthad s
cen-kably effesiive, whick proasby
amnalats footke ancmanug abesnce
of mault fisk se= A the wedi AL Zr
tireAaraune Eoink, &R & oclase oo
educatinaal  erconater witan n
mounta n vipar, we rlimberd (2 the
tarraze for an overvirw of the ward
ane espacally its nppEEr rearmes,
whera the oo lapse af the nork bank
resul:ed in & hal™kilameter haulrer
fielc.

After A lawe lunch ar the cars, we
walked a short A'stance o &
tribntary to mee the atractive Qo-ge
o Wadi Mavr s long. namow
chaanel cut desp inta comentad

gravel. MWI one was haard o
complain  thal  oécasional  rock
Simbing  did net fall owithin ke

dafirition of a1 "a2asy wals."

Seadersd thunderstor+s coulo ba
zaen and heard all a-ound 48 and wa
wapl 8 caulizas eye on the haad of
our own watershed Finally, == me
begzsn oor return k3t cars  rain
began ko far on us and we hedt a
hasty  refreat  slowed  anly
romentanle by Kistina's ehoduter
with sceend viper and the oss of
anoths parbeipant inke an slberw sa

prieting ponl

Mavarthelers By the tme wo
reazhed the carz ke Peavens Saodd
opraed and wa el e, sZmking
wet, i anzor 0 mske g osale esit
efore 1w walerz rase.
Wwenctscreens logoed &z ws
i dxhed our way out ony o hEwa
I Ck3 -mza's 2+ =la arrouta

Atenpts At & oguack Txowre
una.zzessd, and roocar hid [0 ba
teweed 10 safoly Lo slewea, rooga
trazk. The sam g-soicus « shone
a2 22 e passencers erxitze fo
e bl Lhe ci“izult aszert,
whurwapns ke hezvens cpened
aizd rrare and Jkercachty saskad
L al. Toe top was reEched
ranks e some= persietent ard
magiralive towi-g By Mizhal d=
“ariigny. wwhereuacn 3 loose wire
wis  lozaled, recarrested andd
dned. couctasy =f P=erMay -3 and
all vabiclsz wara in z:des cnoa
aga.

The clairnur sham =azgestan o
altenativie oWl foale, ssd wooe
mera imterasting. and il wess. At the
Wadi Zharm crossing o 1te
craged road o Mahchan, fea
strear wes some 120 rotars wide,
and gcal vericlos wors inad span
the fzr side to watch the scbon.
Dewvngiream. a 43D was lisling m
seft  grave  with  lhe  water
approaching winoow leval  Afer
abkserving a0 this for a whilz. we
returned whaea we had come,
only to find “hat *he watars -ad
rigan behird uz as well.

& s3fe crazsing waz in questize,
but Mi<e Lordgar checksd oo
track on foat through Kaco-doop
water, and o wehicles had only 2
fooar 12186 momenis as thay tacked
sicc-.-.raya *rough saft gravel in
mid-st-eam  Mat 30 lucos was a
‘mrge sedsn of canfdent lacal
youths, wheo were 2wepl off the
track and fiaated dawnztraam, arly
Ik @rrarge, miraculously and in
reneefss @ kundred meters down.

Safe for the maorent, thers was

Uranimols agresment be -etarn
ar &fly 2 view e Sianc Canyon
whers we hac socoorty wallied
2rgaen nodey wealer -3c raen al
legsl Lwo Goct bocrsate A faic
imitztion of i\ f3tEs3deE s
within an hous af aur zae
Jeparug. vWith Ja sen ssoiy, e
ar ast aeaded acth tawec e hone,
Aot withalt repicanioo & we ez
cemained b magsr wedis la
aul bwens o owie loereed
b et g leg0an Tha
bunceiorme, whoe abviouzly
patent, wEre hig-ly eslized, and
Lhe wad.s 1= e north ware enpy
Tra Cuba. skyl'ne, when we saw 1L
an hour and a3 Iaf ister, wes
welcomirg b seemed  rathor
tame.

Coastal Environments
Friday, May 1

21 Aeoherd Hemky E 3
prafess cwl oioleg’st wha has
canduclad a sereey of 2ome 300
ke ef Unz coaullirs, He s also shz
Zhairman of the Cnnasez Metarzl
Higtorny Groua in Azl Dok z2ne Fiz
Judicdad taar o7 tho inerbidal zeae at
Ras Ghantpet, cenoucied jeint g
with the EWHG, woz wal worh
watng for The Mav 1st o d tip
date raized ledgiimate advarsco
sangern 3ot the scosinlty of
nigh heat and dizcomfcel, But in
“ach we were  tredkoc o anly
wadarate heat 0vd a sloady =ea
bregze, ond a.mcst rover broke 3
st

Unezr  Dlek's  htclags, esger
paricpant: Iof no stanz unburqed
[almost liiermllyy as they ancoverad
ENapping shnp, a2 33UiMs, sea
slugs  seR anemcnes, oottlefisy
engd, chitens limaes. a vanaty af
aalarful sponges, oihe- saacshells,
and starfish jinsludirg 3 perfect £t
akarrant fzar-painted starl.

Hanorghle  mertion  goes o
Stephen and Chrst e Tarer Far
finding & large manlis shrimp,
poszthly L sl livaly fing af the
day, Qe srall bot yrusual
yashopmd, found alive, initially

B |
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recorders’ page...

New Recorders

Inan effor o revitalize our recording
vatem a1d o fill sorme existng va-
cancies. the committes has ap-
pairted saveral new raccrdars. The
currani list is as follenws:

Archealogy -Ofane Dare
Aszronomy - Lamjed El-Kefi

Birde - Jim Faatilt {res 306 134, off
365 GEL, fax IG5 65T

aeglagy - Gary Fedlner (ros 305
2570, aff 313 320, fax 313 371}
Foesils  Waolerie Chalmers fros 404
6, o 482 T2T7)

Ingacts  Gany Feulnor (soe abowa)
Mararnaks - Marijcke Jongbload (aff
311411 fax 311 00

Marine Life - Lampod El-Keh

Plants Walerie Chalmars {ssa
above)

Reptiles open

Seashelly  Sandy Fowler {res 442

242, fax 442 2473

The recorders are not necessarily
sciantfic exparts in their designated
fields. In fact, maat are mo;. How-
ewiar, they ame interested ard kngwl-
&dfaable amateurs and hay hawve
aursad b undarake certair reapan-
slbwilties as falfaws:

{1}To ba zvaizbla to ONHG mem-
bars and alhars o recaive in-
‘crmation and to by o eBssist
wlth idantificatars and ather
Inquir.as.

[21Te paintain organized recorde g
1LAE. wildlie and other naty-
ral phenomena far the bepefit
of members and gther inter
ected amateurs and poofes-
sicnals.

(31To maintain contact with oxpars:
and with rclovan: develap-
ments sa thal thay cen better
parfom their respanaibilties,

[8)To repor b3 the membership peri-
odicafly, &b mestings  or
thezugh the Gazele, an sigrifi-
cant abssrvatons anc cthar
rnattars af inbarast in their das-
ignatad fields.

x

Your responsibility ta the regomers

is ta share waur information and
quastions with them. This benefis
current membera. bul tis an even
areater benefil 1o future menmbs s
and students of LAE wildlife znd
the envirgnmenl by craging an
actessible body of data that can
SEVE 25 @ basis far fother investi-
dalic ur analysis.

Seashells
Share your shelling

|tk aver a5 sea-shed recorder 2
fehts ago, and wanted for pecpls
ta phisne, write, fax and e-ngil me
Wikl thair varous news and finds.
I'rm gtill waiting. The group gan't
fulfil part of ifa fanglion - te
racarding of the fAora and fauna of
tha UAE. -  peape dan't talk to
each wtier. | can appreciale thet
s&a-shall sallectars want bo ‘quard
thair fawvaurité heachas in case ofh-
=% dascend and clean up a.l the
best shells, but really, there ara
ehough shals for avaryore, sa
carte on folks and talk oo meal!

Tne narthern feaches ware partle-
ularly geod dudng February and
March. espegially with te Nautilus
coming in. Shellz generally wers of
spacimen aize and colour. with ar-
vhitectonidae, cowries [GRapsmd
and winchwarthi especially} and
conue pantfil Ramrs beack went
bare in April, byt was looking quita
good laat weekend. Grayans wera
agein abumdant, althowgh many
were hleached, and | natad saveral
intact fcus Subintermadia &peci-
mens.

I te paect faw weake, the beaghes
| narrmaly check qut well soutr of
Jabed Ali hatzl have yielded plenti-
ful suppies of Conws toake and
Calamys specics, whiks tha [tta
keach opposiie the sheikh's black
polace & the way tla DOSC has
fivon me fre specimens of
Suretts effnzs, Gar macutosa, Ca-
frptrees engarand, GaNista Morde
arc B new ‘nding (for me) of
Dangy erpthrasensis n tha past
e weeks,

o -
| arn rrara than happy ta shate my
Mdings and lgcate my fawourite
beaches to fellaw ghelera. but
want sgpme fzedback in return.
Only in this way can we buzd up a
picture of the :easona varlatan of
the presence and abgence af
shells. and parhaps from this gain
gome Insignt nta heir bresding
harts. tdal mavements and rela-
[kREhlp Io tha changing seRzons

Aepet moeivrd by e-mai fmm O,
Sand)y Fowler

Geology

Respanslhle Colecting

Bath the local and iaeraseticnal
press hawe recently fagturad tha
dizcovery initaly of & young carniv-
oroug dinosaJr so wall prasensed
that some of the Intarmal omgans
oan ke studied. This w a first of its
fnd. What the press did not davall
an ie that thig spesimen had sat -
un<nown anc unetudied  in the
hands of an amateur ‘codleccr for
as much a6 a desade. A nice knick
knack, perhape, but a grea: loss to
human undarstanding. Mo doukt
thes zallsetor meant no hamm, Lgt
the rasult was nevarthelesa fotally
Irrsaspansible. Ha hes explaingd
that he didn™ know it was a di
nesaur: ke aught it wee a bird,
This only samr pounds the imespan-
tibility. since reaecnahly complete
fresils of Mesozcic birds probabhy
numbe- fewer tnan 100 vearkiwide,

Foesilg, acheclogical rerrains and
gertain Iving creaturses ale one-of-
a-kind, or reary sc. The rzponsi-
bl colleetor bas a duly to ensure
that rare oF unusual specimens ere
braught to -ha attenbtan of exgperts.
If in daubt, experds shoule' oe con-
suled to determine whelhar o not
the spezimen =& rare or urusual.
And if the collector doe=n't know
what he's get, and dassn't care,
fhv2n he shouldn't ba collecling it
Unfzrtunabaly, the talian dingssu-
i= anly tha fate=t of many aimila-
incidents. Last y=ar marked the




e

Snake Bite Waming

D, Ui Wernery of the Central Vet
errary Fessarch Labaratory hasz
alerted us bo a regent and sericus
snake bite incident A 40-yvoar od
man was hitten on ke foot by a
suspecled sawscale vipar in the
Al-Airn area whike stepping out of 5
wiadi podl onio adjacent gravel.

Pairy develzoped cormpzrable be that
cauged by g meedle, He walked o
the car (10 minutes away] and vas
driver to @ hoggital in Al-AlR. which
tock one  hour  afocriurataly,
baged on emanaoUs icasoning that
thera are cnly nen-pees3cus and
s2Mmi poisonos SMakes in the
aran, no antiehnam was sdminis-
tered only drugs against swalling
and pain.

Thie veztin was rebmed te Cubai,
keeping his leq chovated, Swelling
aentinued and reached the uppar
leq, By -nidnight it was deocidsd to
zonsult = heapitalin Dubai, ard b
wictin - faand  that  movemcnt
orought an vomfng @ cold sweat
and dizzinesa. The vigtim had to
crawl as k= oain was Lnhearahble
in an wpright position,

Evargency raom fests n Dwbai
showad poor blzad glotting and lowe
blead pressu-e. Specialists were
consultad and sn antivenoary was
adm.nietered. Thiz imgraved blood
pregaurg And ihe cod swent d ap-
peargd. Howsgyver, the awellwg in-
craased slightly and the on diseal-
ered turning purpke ard val aw.

Tha paticnt ramained in the ospi-
tal for four days, during wrick the
leg cdild neither be touched nor
miaved, Az it was very painful. Tha
awelling reduced slightly, antibi-
otics wers admivisterad in case the
fangs had infectad tha leg. and the
patient was discharged but rested
at hoime far angther Tour days with
his l2g up. Only then sauld ha
ke to move. again o all lours to
Ivinrlze pain.

Cnly alled Livedve days could he

bemn 1o taka a few steps in an
uaright pasition, and the lag woyld
sbll iurn blue ouickly i that posi-
ton. Finally, efter aixteen days, he
was ab e towalk around satisfacta-
rily for longer periods. but stil
needed to rest and put the lag up
after being wpsight for oo lang. A
that poin: the discoioralion was
neaty gara.

Cr. Wemery points out that the
abova symptoms -- swelling, paia,
discoloration, slow <lotting, and
vomiting -- are consistar L wilt Lhe
Gie of A savrscale vipar (Ectis cari-
nefuel. This srake znd ils closs
reglive, the carpel vipar (E. oo
argtes), are presenl in modes:
Sl Nbers i (ocky diegs of the LAE
and Oman, neleding the moun-
taing, foottills a-d gigwal plains.
Obzenders agres gl they have
Beet rare oo Jurny the car-
rent wirter and spng, piesomably
as @ result of haavier rains. Bath
vipers are relatively srwll (seldam
muck marg that 2 feel in lerythn
bus their vanom is considared Lo ba
wary poten;.

Like rost snakes, they are nol
reckonad to be apgresswe. bul
they ~nay sti<e if they feel thread-
anad ar are surprised I disturked,
they may make 2 hissing scand as
a wamrina &y n.khing their scales
tegether. Aftnough they are promai-
ily noctumaal huntars, they may aka
bz active Ly day,

They ane sl ollen ercounterad
by hikerz or piorickars an gravel
AEar small pools of water, 2spe-
cially in zhede or in base sRernoor.
Tagi molled colgration matches
that of wadi gravels very well. =0
they are "ot always easy 1o soe.
Unlike the wve:sy o9 tin waci
recer, fi2 lecal vigers are reluc:ant
o =wim. but ane reasan for thair

around the emirates. ..

Fu;-c 1

Mew Breeding Centre
for Endangered
Arabian Wildlife

A3 Arnounced at aus April mesting
dy Or. Marjcke longbloed, the new
Broeding Centre for Endangerad
Arabian Wildlife hele 3 mcrming's
‘opan housa" in April in advante af
its formal inauguraticn. Tha Brasding
Cenire haz been advertised ae @
stpie-of-the-ar facilly, and tha: iz
what iz appears 1o ba.

While public ateniion haz focased
on Bpacias with tha broadest appeal
— sUch a5 the Arabian Legoard . Gor-
dar's widea: tha Ethigpian hedge-
hog and the Arabian gezele the
Breading Certre is home o a Ml
ranga of Arabizn wildife, ncludmg
wadi fish, thads, buttedlies, lizards,
£nakes, garbils, jirds 8 jeroas.

It was a plagt.ra o eee e much of
our local wildife accsssible in ane
plaze, anc well looked ater -- each
croup of animalks has its own exper;
handler Jprowided by aniral Man-
agement Consultants) and lves in
clean, Spacious and  attractively
landscaped surrourdirgs.

The Breeding CenTe is et intanded
to b2 aper i the general public, bt
it iz ewpected w0 work cosety with the
Sharjgh oo that ks schadulac for
completior i 1538, The Zoo, like e
Breeding Centre, wil ba Iooaed ad-
jacent to the Sharjah katural History
Museum and Dasert Pare at inter
BaCton o, B 20 tha Bharjah Dhaid
=1

If the Breading Cantre is any indica-
fian, we hawe @ real troat in store For
us when he 2od coens -- and 5
valuable: rescarct and edycstionar
ragoures as well. His Highness O,
Shaikh Sultan b'n Mahammed Al-

LE KR )
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name tel home
Chairman Gary Feulner 205 BETD
Mmessages: 06 5300
‘ice Chairman Valerls Chalmears 124 216

Treasurer Maha Abdul Maneim 571 406

a-madl: Feha? 2@emiratos. net.ao
Wermnberzhip Secratary Anna Grifiin 337 342

e-rail; Qiifdomiraes nataa
Marnbarship Assistani Barbara Hayward 309 1R
Speakar Coordinator Jim Footit 353 134
Fiel'rip Coardinatgr Katrina Lynes ohE G3%
Agaigtant Trip Coendinator Ossama Al Fangary  JE-530 11
Hewsgkatter Eaite Meil Curtis I God

Publishe- Fetar van Amaterdem 263 015

g-mail: pvaneEnaz,emirares. net ag
Librarian Boryl Comar 442 242

“-mail: comanZemirates net.ae
Chiaf Engineer Ecb White o2 g
Mamber at Large Sandy Fowlsr A2 242
Arcistant Mambar ot Lerge Etella Hart 355134

e-mail: neile@ermirgtes net.ae

tel office fax
F13 320 4500 313 371
na calls pls. 452 727
207 44139
307 342 347 352
£20 023 367 875
333 655 255 BT
g &alls pls 3 heo
207 TH22 234 425
ne calls ple. CAMTNG
5aCN!
255 455 365 015
no caliz pls. 4z 247
B30 02 BR- 369
ne als pls ddz 242

Paper Nautilus Update

I am grateful to Mara Lateaortay for
carrecting my Sricle i February 's
eddion of Gazele. | weote "Thane ana
fwey types of Paper Nautiluz: Arge-
Aama Mens ond Argomtaels amgo.”
This mexy have misled sors readers
irte thinking g are only teo types
worldwide. Ih fact, according o
Compcrkdnir of Seazhalla, R,
Tucker Abbott & 5. Peter Da-wce,
‘Fere are five sua-species of the
Bmily Argrraiidas including:

Arraraota argo _innazes, 1750
Comricn Papet nadtilus - Wam
wiliwica seas

Argonauts rodiesa Lightfon: 1766
Madosg Faper Mauklus Inedo-
PRcHi:

Argoravta hians Lightfool 1758
Brown Paper Mawsilas - Warm Ps-
cific: amd Atlarls vueanic seas
Algananta i Lodais 1852

Mayry's Papre Maulilus - Eaja Cali
farniz o Perd Avgarends grusess
Dunker 1852 Sruner's Paper Mau-
Blus - South Westem Pacilic
Fapot e-mailed by Sorpt Sormar

'Mature Bus' launched

The Envircamen:al Rescarch and
Widlife Developmont  Agancy's
‘Watura Dus' has hiz the rocao to
launch e agancy's envirgnmental
awarenass orograrnme The eye-
catching bus will be yzed o tras-
por  envirarmental  educatols
arpund the Evirates.

Tlha baauliful and coleury sgenes
o Ly sidas of te bus degict the
UWAE'= maring, deset. and man-
grawe hatitatz and wildlifz which
symbolise the Agency's camimit-
ment 1o temestrial ard madre re-
geach and consenvatian. Anima s
guzh a8 the Palbara bustard, hare,
turtle ang dugehng, for whish 1he

AgJency h2s started programmes,
arg highlighted.

The pilc: teaching progranime wil
run in primary schools, for 9-10
vearalds, before the schock break
up far the summer and further pro-
grammes and tzaching matonalz
will be preparad ower the summe:
razdy for the new acadamis yaar.

Each teaching procararmme will use
an ezpaflantial approach, irwnlving
games and audin-viseal matenals,
b3 trr to explain and excite pupils
AbnLt eny inmental igsues. ARgis-
tanze has alzo been gamec trom
the Union Matosal Bank (UNE)
who hawe gonated 2,400 copies of
their children's boak 50 Simple
Ways o Help the LIAE Enviran-
ment' for distribation ta all sdents
particiaating in the pregramms iz
planned that the contents of the
R will be carvatad into 5 teach-
ing progranmime.
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Dubai Natural History Group Program

Lectures at Jumeirah English Speaking School, 7.30pm for 8.00pm

June 7 Members Might fasturi-,
‘Cansg Shells of the Arabian Gulf® by Colin Paskirs
‘Joumey into tha Mountains of the Musandam' by Tory Jobaston
‘Land Snails of Dubai® by Stephen Gresn
‘Archeolegleat sltes in the UAE by Oianz Darke
Saptembear 1.3 To be annaunccd

Field Tripg - further details inside (DNHG members only, pleass)

Jure Preposad trlp to Ras Al Hadd, Gman
Arabiz's easternmost ooint, a world famous wildlifo sila

friem: DW.H.G.
P.DEox i34
Dubai
UAE

hWirs Yalerie CHALMERS
PO Bos 12070
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